
 
 

The Advent wreath is given in memory of Hugh Carroll Vincent, Jr. and Kevin Douglas Vincent by 

Janet Vincent and Family 
 

 

Using their Gifts to Serve in December 
 

Deacon of the Month of December:    Bruce Brown  

 December Radio Ministry Sponsor:    Linda Hassell 

Opening of the Church in December:    Tommy Bird 

Ushers for December:  Don Johnson, Wayne Brown, 

 Bruce Brown, and Bob Turner 

Ushers for January:  Johnny Jenkins, Freddie Bazen, 

  Bob Lee, and Bob Turner 

Caregiver for December 4 – December 17:   Lynette Bunch 

Nursery Caregiver:      Charlie Cole 

 
 

This Week at Murfreesboro Baptist Church… 
 

 

 

 

 
          

 

The Deacons will meet on Tuesday, December13 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

The Deadline to return all Angel Tree Gifts is Thursday, December 15. 
 

Fuel Assistance Program:  Murfreesboro Baptist Church will once again participate in the Fuel Assistance 

Program.  Your donations will help families pay for home heating costs that they might otherwise not be able to 

pay.  If you would like to contribute, please make check payable to MBC and mark your donation “Fuel Assistance” 
 

White Christmas Boxes will be delivered on December 22.  We need volunteers to help fill and deliver 

boxes.  Please bring in donations of foods and/or funds to enable us to continue this important ministry.  Food 

items needed are1 lb. block of cheese, macaroni and cheese, cranberry sauce, candied yams, gravy, and stuffing 

mix.  You may also contribute by adopting a box for @25.00.  Please mark your donations “White Christmas Box”.  

Let’s do our part to bring spiritual and physical nourishment to local families this holiday season.  Deadline is 

Monday, December 19.  If you have questions, contact Lynette Bunch or Colon Ballance. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, December 24. 
 

The Church Administrative Office will be closed December 22 thru 26 for the Christmas Holidays. 
 

The Next Big Wednesday will be on January 4 at 6:00 p.m.  

 
 
 

Please remember these friends who cannot worship with us regularly: 
 

Phil Royce      Clif and Janet Collins           Bern Davenport                Tom and Ann Caulkins     

                     Larry Futrell          Doris Taylor               Randy and Cheryl Whitley 
 

 

Murfreesboro Baptist Church is a Cooperative Baptist Fellowship congregation. 
 

Contact us at: 

Telephone: (252) 398-3613                       Email:  office @murfbc.org                           Website:  www.murfbc.org  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 200 West Main Street                               Murfreesboro, NC 27855 

 

 

 

MURFREESBORO 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sun.       Radio Broadcast, 98.3              10:00 

              Worship             11:00 

Tues.   Deacons Meeting                      6:00 

               
  

 

                  
      

Wed. Kids’ Club                           6:00-6:45 

 Bible Study                      6:00 

 
 

                  
      

http://www.murfbc.org/


 

 
PRELUDE: Carols of Joy and Gladness                                                                                    Lani Smith 

 
WELCOME OF WORSHIPPERS:                                                                                       Dr. Bailey 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF JOY                                                     The Lori Harders Family 

 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP NO. 82 

 

 Light The Light, The Fire of Life  (verse 3)                                                                                   IL EST NE 
 

 

Light the light, the fire of life, let the candle reveal His glory, 

Jesus Christ has come to earth and for us shall come again. 

Light the candle of His joy, light the light of shepherds' coming, 

Light the candle of His joy, light the light that shows the way. 

Light the light, the fire of life, let the candle reveal His glory, 

Jesus Christ has come to earth and for us shall come again. 

 

INVOCATIONAL PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 

 Holy Father, as we have gathered here this morning, continuing our journey of advent toward 

 the birth of Christ, 

 Give us your spirit of wisdom. 

 As we seek to embody your love in the world, 

 Give us your spirit of good counsel. 

 As we seek to be faithful, 

 Give us eyes to see beyond the obvious. 

 As we gather in this hour, we lift all petitions, praise and confessions before you now during 

 this time of silent prayer. 
 
 

(Please spend a few moments in a time of Silent Prayer) 
 

 And now Father, bless us now as we present this gift of worship to You. . . .  

 May we be instruments of your love for all people on earth as we accept the gifts of your 

 Spirit.  Amen 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

  

OFFERTORY                            Coventry Carol with Joy to the World                           Traditional/Faber 
Ned Snyder 

 

DOXOLOGY NO. 706     Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                   Old 100th 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  

 

 

NINTH LESSON – JOHN 1:1-14                                                                          Dr. Edward Snyder 
 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful, No. 103 - Choir & Congregation 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, He shuns not the virgin’s womb; Son of the 

Father, begotten, not created. 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

                                               O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!                   ADESTE FIDELES 

John Francis Wade 
 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                     Dr. Bailey 
 

 

POSTLUDE   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing       Mendelssohn/Smith 
 

 

 

 

A History of the Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

     The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918, at King’s College, Cambridge.  It 

was planned by Eric Milner-White, who, at the age of 24, had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after 

serving as an army chaplain in the Great War.  His experience in the army had convinced him of the need for more 

imaginative worship in the church. 
 

     The order of worship he put together was adapted from a Christmas Eve service in the town of Truro, in Cornwall, 

in 1880.  A revision of the lessons and carols service was made in 1919, rearranging the order of the lessons.  Since 

that time, the service has always begun with the hymn, “Once In Royal David’s City.”  In almost every year, the choice 

of carols has varied, but the backbone of the service, the lessons and prayers, has remained virtually unchanged. 
 

     The King’s College Christmas Eve service4 was first broadcast in 1928 and, with the exception of 1930, it has been 

broadcast annually, even during the Second World War.  Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, 

whether the music is provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of the service, as Milner-Whit.” 

 

 

     The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918, at King’s College, Cambridge.  It was 

planned by Eric Milner-White, who, at the age of 24, had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after serving as an army 

chaplain in the Great War.  His experience in the army had convinced him of the need for more imaginative worship in the 

church. 
 

     The order of worship he put together was adapted from a Christmas Eve service in the town of Truro, in Cornwall, in 1880.  

A revision of the lessons and carols service was made in 1919, rearranging the order of the lessons.  Since that time, the service 

has always begun with the hymn, “Once In Royal David’s City.”  In almost every year, the choice of carols has varied, but the 

backbone of the service, the lessons and prayers, has remained virtually unchanged. 
 

     The King’s College Christmas Eve service4 was first broadcast in 1928 and, with the exception of 1930, it has been broadcast 

annually, even during the Second World War.  Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, whether the music is 

provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of the service, as Milner-White pointed out, derive from the lessons 

and not the music.  “The main theme is the development of the loving purposed of God,” he said, “as seen through the words 

of the Bible.” 

 



 

 

SEVENTH LESSON - LUKE 2:8-16                                                                            Ms. Sarah Davis 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High, No. 125 - Choir & Congregation 

 

(Men): Noel, Noel. 

(All) Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains; 

And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be, which inspire your heav'nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

                                              Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!                              GLORIA 

                                                                                                                                    Old French Carol, arr. Warren M. Angell 

 
EIGHTH LESSON- MATTHEW 2:1-12                                                               Dr. Mollie Madden 

 

We Three Kings, No. 151      (Verses 1-4 )- Choir & Congregation 

 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, voices raising, worship Him, God on high. 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

                        KINGS OF ORIENT 

                        John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 

 
 

FIRST LESSON – GENESIS 3:8-19                                                                        Mr. Thomas Bird 
 

Once in Royal David's City - Choir & Congregation 
 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,  

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed; 

Mary, loving mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all,  

and His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall, 

With the poor the mean and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

(Choir Only):  

Jesus is our childhood's pattern, day by day like us He grew, 

He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, and He shares in all our gladness. 
 

(Choir & Congregation) 

And our eyes at last shall see Him through His own redeeming love, 

for that Child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heav'n above; 

and He leads His children on to that place where He is gone,  

                                                     to that place where He--- is--- gone.                                              IRBY 

                                                                                                                                             Henry Gauntlett/Victor C. Johnson  
 

 

SECOND LESSON – GENESIS 22:15-18                                                               Dr. Garth Faile 

 
Prepare the Royal Highway, No. 95 - Choir & Congregation 

 

Prepare the royal highway, the King of kings is near! 

Let every hill and valley a level road appear! 

The hope of every nation, God's promise of salvation. 

Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God's word! 

 

We wait our Savior's coming, our own eternal King! 

Long promised by the prophets, let heaven with praises ring. 

Our hope is ever growing, God's peace to all bestowing, 

Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God's word. 

 

Come fling the gates wide open to greet your promised King! 

All lands will bow before Him, their voices join to sing 

of hope and peace abounding, of joy to heaven resounding. 

Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God's word. 

 

Christ's is the earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above. 

His rule secures our freedom, and justice, truth and love. 

Hope, peace and joy our treasure, God's love above all measure. 

                                          Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God's word.             BEREDEN VAG FOR 

                                                                                                                                                                                     HERRAN 



 

 
THIRD LESSON - ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7                                                                       Mrs. Lynette Bunch 

 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel, No. 79 - Choir & Congregation 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh; 

To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  

bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill all the world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
VENI EMMANUEL 

Plainsong, adapt. Thomas Helmore 

 

 
FOURTH LESSON:   ISAIAH 11:1-4a, 6-9                                                                Dr. Mike Alston 

 

Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People, No. 89 - Choir & Congregation 

 

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 

Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 

 

Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near, 

Bidding all to true repentance since the kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 

Let the valleys rise to meet Him, and the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain; 

Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad; 

And all flesh shall see the token that His word is never broken. 
PSALM 42 

Genevan Psalter, 1551 

 

 

 
 

FIFTH LESSON - LUKE 1:26-35, 38                                                                      Ms. Booker Daniel 

 

Mary, Did You Know?      (Choir) 
 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you delivered will soon deliver you. 
 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with His hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod, 

and when you kissed your little baby, you've kissed the face of God? 
 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again. 

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb. 
 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations? 

Did you know that your baby boy was heaven's perfect Lamb, 

and the sleeping Child you're holding is the great I Am.  

 Mark Lowry/Mark Hayes 
 

 

SIXTH LESSON - LUKE 2:1, 3-7                                                                           Mr. Colon Ballance 
 

Baby Born in Bethlehem - Children's Choir & Adult Choir 
 

Run, run, run to the manger.  Run, run, run to the manger. 

Run, run, run to the manger, there’s a baby born in Bethlehem. 

Run, run, run to the manger.  Run, run, run to the manger. 

Run, run, run to the manger, there’s a baby born in Bethlehem. 

See amid the winter snow.  Baby born in Bethlehem. 

Born for us on earth below.  Baby born in Bethlehem. 

Run, run, run to the manger.  Run, run, run to the manger. 

Run, run, run to the manger, there’s a baby born in Bethlehem. 
 

Wise men traveled from afar.  Baby born in Bethlehem. 

They were guided by a brilliant star.  Baby born in Bethlehem. 

Oh, go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Oh, go and tell it on the mountain that there’s a baby born in Bethlehem. 

O won’t you run to the manger, come and see the baby. 

Run to the manger, come and see the baby.  Run to the manger, come and see the baby, 

Run to the manger, come and see the baby, Run to the manger, come and see the baby,  

Run to the manger, come and see the baby. 

Baby born in Bethlehem, there’s a baby born in Bethlehem. 

There’s a baby born in Bethlehem. 
GLORIA, Old French Carol, arr. Warren M. Angell 


