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                Communion – We will start using the extensions for the altar table on communion Sundays to 
give more space for the elements and the collection plates.  In an effort to help communion go 
smoothly, we will have the servers check with the head usher prior to the 11:00 service to confirm the 
procedure.  Servers have not consistently stood in the right positions to keep people moving through 
each station, confusing the congregation as to where they need to go.  The collection Worship is 
continuing to assess the flow and timing of Sunday services in order to create a more intentional, 
meaningful experience.  The focus of our discussion was Communion and the mechanics of 
service.  Several changes were suggested.  For October, which is both World Wide Communion and 
Gratitude Sunday, we will serve Communion in small groupings near the altar with pastors serving the 
elements, then dismissing each group with a blessing, before serving the next group. 
  
The new attendance pads are proving useful for the information being provided.  However, several 
comments from members of the congregation were considered.  The old pads gave people the 
opportunity to read the names of visitors and others seated near them, giving people the chance to 
recognize those around them and hopefully make a point of greeting newcomers by name.  This 
opportunity is lost with the new pads.  People are also unsure of the procedure with the new ones, 
whether to put the slips into the offering plates or hand them to an usher as they exit.  And there are 
still people who do not complete the forms.  For attendance numbers, the office still depends upon the 
counts given by the ushers at each service.  Perhaps a combination pad may be created using the best of 
both methods.  This topic will be pursued through the Church Growth committee.   
  
Upcoming holiday dates were discussed.  Hanging of the Greens dates were determined.  Since the first 
Sunday of Advent falls at the end of the Thanksgiving break, we will have the Hanging of the Greens on 
Sunday, November 24th following the morning worship services.  We will have a luncheon after services 
and then decorate the church for the Advent season.  We intend to publicize this event well, inviting the 
college students both at First Church and the Wesley Foundation to join the festivities.  The defrocking 
or unhanging of the greens will be on Saturday, January 4th, at 10:00 am.   
  
Christmas Eve services will change slightly.  Proposed services are 5:00, 8:00, and 11:00 pm.  The 5:00 
pm service would have a family and children focus and will be planned by Pastor Glenn Robyne and 
Shari Bittles.  There would be no choir or staff musicians at this service.  Youth would provide the 
ushers.  The 8:00 pm service will be planned by Pastor Craig LaSuer and Ellen Wilson.  This would be a 
more traditional Christmas Eve Service, with the Chancel Choir and staff musicians involved.  The 
11:00 pm service will be planned by Pastor Kate Walker and Pastor Glen Robyne and will appeal to those 
who want a traditional midnight service.  No choir or staff musicians will be involved, but music will be 
incorporated into the service.  The 11:00 pm service may include communion.  Candle lighting will be 
involved in all 3 services, with glow sticks available for the children as usual.  The regular usher staff will 
be involved in the 8:00 and 11:00 services.   
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