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480-730-8600 

info@desertcross.org 

www.desertcross.org  
 

 
 

Tempe Campus 
(Church Office) 

8600 S. McClintock Dr.  
Tempe, AZ 85284  

 
Gilbert Campus 

3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 

 
Tempe // Saturday 

5pm - Worship  
 

Tempe // Sunday 

8:00am Traditional Worship 

9:00am Fellowship 

9:30am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30am WE╬ogether Learn 
 

Gilbert // Sunday  

9:00am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:00am Fellowship 

10:15am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

As a missional congregation,   

we celebrate Christ’s presence,   

invite people into a growing  

relationship with Jesus and equip 

them to serve in a broken world. 

 

Are you in need of prayer?  

Send prayer requests to  

prayerchain@desertcross.org  

or fill out a prayer request form. 

 

All newsletter submissions are  

due the 15th of the month prior to 

the month that an article is to be 

advertised. 

BLESSED! 
Pastor Andrea Cain 

 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will  

be shown mercy.”  Matthew 5:7 
 
Jesus preached the Sermon on the 
Mount (a.k.a. “The Beatitudes”) early  
in his ministry as a kick-off on how to 

be a disciple and how to “be” in the 
world. It shows us we are blessed to be 

a blessing. It is in blessing others that 
we are blessed. 
 
In a recent children’s message, I  
shared a recipe for happiness which  

is another translation of the word 
“blessed” in the scriptures. I also 

shared my homemade GF granola  

recipe, which I have perfected over  

the years. After the worship service, I 
received so many requests for these 

recipes, that I promised to share in  

the newsletter! I hope they make you 

happy! I hope they bless you! 
 
RECIPE FOR BLESSINGS 
 
Servings: Unlimited 
Prep Time: A Lifetime 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 
Unconditional Love 
Mercy 

Faith 
Kindness 

Peace 
Hope 

Justice 
 
Be merciful and kind. Be a peace 

maker. Follow in the way of Jesus.  
Read scripture. Trust Jesus. Mix  

together for blessings. Then share  
with your neighbor. It will bring you 

happiness to bless others. 

Pastor Andrea’s GF Granola! 
 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
 
4 cups rolled oats 
½ cup almond flour 

½ cup ground flax seed 

½ cup GF flour – Bob’s Red Mill 1 to 1 

1 ½ tsp. cinnamon 
1 ½ tsp. nutmeg 
1 cup slivered almonds (or pecans) 

1 cup dried cherries (Save these for last 
5 minutes of baking or they will burn) 
½ cup coconut (optional) 
 
Stir dry ingredients in a large bowl. 
 
½ cup grapeseed or canola oil 
1 cup maple syrup 

2 tsp. vanilla 
 
Stir oil, maple syrup, and vanilla into 
dry ingredients. 
 
Line a jelly roll pan (11x17 baking sheet 

with 1” sides) with parchment paper. 
 
Spread the granola out evenly on the 
pan. Bake 20 mins. Take out and stir. 
Bake 10 mins. more. Take out, add 

cherries, stir. Bake 5 mins. 
 
Let cool and store in one gallon ziplock 

bag or large Tupperware. 
 
Voilà! Bon Appetit! 

Pastor Andrea  



     Meet Your Staff 
This month let’s get to know Christine Soll. 
 
Tell us about your role at Desert Cross. 

Christine serves as the Ringing Praise Bell 
Choir Director and the Ignite Children’s Choir Director. 
She selects music for and rehearses with both the bell 
choir and the children’s choir. Christine would love  
to add some new voices to the Ignite Children’s Choir.  

If your children are in 2nd-6th grades and interested,  
the Lent and Easter Seasons are great times to join! 
Christine also serves as the pianist at the 9:30am  
Worship Service at the Tempe Site. She’s been doing  

that for six years. 
 
 What is your background prior to working at Desert 

Cross? 

Christine has a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Scoring and 

Arranging from the University of Colorado at Denver,  

and she has a Master’s Degree from ASU in Theory  
Composition. Christine wears many hats in her  

professional life. She’s been teaching private piano and 
flute lessons for thirty years. She’s a real estate agent. 
Christine and her husband, James, own several rental 

properties, so they’re busy landlords. She also has an 

online t-shirt business! Wow! I’m tired just listing all of 
that! 
 
What is something you enjoy about Desert Cross? 

Christine found Desert Cross when she saw an ad for  

the pianist position on a bulletin board at a music store, 

and she’s been here ever since. She loves “everything” 
about Desert Cross. The music. The people. She describes  
Desert Cross as having a “great spirit” and  a “heart to 
serve” others. 
 
Tell us about your family. 

Christine was born in Missouri and grew up in Santa 
Maria, California with her sister and brother. She  

moved to Colorado as a teenager and met James in  
college. They’ve been married twenty-eight years. They 
moved to Arizona for graduate school. James has family 

here, and Christine’s family is still in Colorado. 
 
What do you like to do in your spare time? 

When Christine is asked about spare time, she laughs. 
She says that her jobs are “a lot of her fun” and take  

most of her time. When she has some spare time, she 
likes shopping for bargains at sales and thrift stores. 
 
You can reach Christine at csoll@desertcross.org. 
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Save the Date! 

WE╬ogether Service “Sunday” 
Feed My Starving Children Packing Event  
SATURDAY, May 2 • 2pm-4pm • FMSC Mesa Packing Site 

1345 S Alma School Road, Mesa 85210 

We’ll gather SATURDAY, May 2 at the FMSC Packing Site 
in Mesa, located on the NE Corner of Alma School and 

the Superstition Freeway. Register early and help make 
a difference! You can sign up directly at www.fmsc.org 

and use Group Code: L28VZ4. 
 
Questions? Contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 or 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 

New Member Classes 

for 2020 are Now Set!  
April 26 & October 18 

Mark Your Calendars Now for One of our New  

Member Classes  
You are encouraged to plan now to attend one of our 

next New Member Classes. Classes are held during the 
Education time following worship on Sunday. New 
Member Orientations will be held at both sites on  
April 26 and October 18. 
 
These will be a time for conversation and questions.  

If you would like to attend one of these orientations, 

contact Dawn Collins at dcollins@desertcross.org or 

call 480-730-8600 or talk to Pastor Andrea. 



It’s Not Luck! 
Angela Borchers, Stewardship Team 

 
Have you ever been lucky? Maybe you won the raffle 

prize or got to yell BINGO! Have you ever looked at two 
lines at the grocery store and chose the right one? We 
all know those people who just seem to be lucky all the 

time. 
 
Have you ever felt unlucky? You bought 50 of the 60  

raffle tickets and still didn’t win and even though you 

are in, by far, the shortest line at the store, the longer 

one goes faster? 
 
The good news is, Grace has nothing to do with luck.  

We are all given this gift of forgiveness and salvation, 
we have all been promised a place with God in the  

kingdom of heaven! 
 
We are all Lucky! Happy Saint Patrick’s Day from your 

Stewardship team! 

 
 
 

 

Transportation Day! 
WE╬ogether Service Sunday 

Sunday, March 1 • 10:30am-12:45pm • Gilbert 
Come join us! We are doing Service Sunday in Gilbert 

starting at 10:30am. Tempe folks come on over after 
worship. We will be making thank you cards to hand 
out to the people who bring vehicles and serve us daily, 
like firemen and police! Then enjoy transportation day 
where you can explore, sit in, and take pictures by all 

kinds of transportation! 
 
Free Event! Bring friends and neighbors and your  

cameras! Lunch will be sold by our Youth Mission 

Team! 
 
We are still looking for people who are able and  
interested in helping to clean up after Transportation 
Day. If this is you, please contact Angie Stone. 

Volunteers Needed for  

ELCA Event in July 
July 20—23 • Phoenix Convention Center 

The ELCA is hosting a Rostered Minister Gathering  

here in Phoenix at the Convention Center. We are  
looking for volunteers from Desert Cross to assist by 
providing a welcome smile and directions at the  

Gathering. The time slots we want to fill are from  

8am to 1pm on Tuesday, July 21 & Wednesday, July 22. 

Please check your calendars and email Pastor Doris if 
you are available on  either or both of those mornings 
to be at the Convention Center. If you want to help, but 
those times don’t fit your schedule, please let Pastor 

Doris know when you would be available to volunteer. 

You can reach Pastor Doris at dnolan@desertcross.org. 

Chandler Children’s  

Choir Concert 
Sunday, March 1 at 7pm • Tempe Sanctuary 

The Chandler Children’s Choir (CCC), founded by  

Director Aimee Stewart, is a premier youth community 
choir that has inspired singers ages 7-18 since 2008.  
The CCC’s top ensemble, known as the Cantus Choir  
has performed coast to coast, from the lobby of the 

United Nations in New York City, to Pier 39 and Old  
First Church in San Francisco. Recently, the Cantus 

Choir was selected to perform at the Western Region 
Conference for the American Choral Directors Associa-
tion. In anticipation of this tour, the Cantus Choir is  

delighted to present their performance to the Desert 
Cross community on March 1 at 7pm in the Tempe 
Sanctuary. Because CCC has been rehearsing at Desert 

Cross since their very first rehearsal in 2008, they are 
grateful for the opportunity to perform for the  

congregation.  
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The months that was… 

This month we celebrated the life of Kathleen Pelley on 

Saturday, February 29 in the Tempe Sanctuary. 
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“Welcome to the Lord’s Table!” 
 

Holy Communion Instruction 
Saturday, March 28 from 9am-11:30am • Tempe 

Please contact Shannon Fossett at 480-730-8600 or 

sfossett@desertcross.org with questions. 
 

The Passover Potluck &  

First Communion 
Thursday, April 9 • 5:30pm • Tempe 

The Passover Potluck honoring the First Communicants 
and their families will be on Maundy Thursday.  

Students will receive the sacrament during the 7pm 
worship service that same evening. 

Lenten Devotional:  

Wondrous Love 
Lent begins Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26. 
Desert Cross is adopting Wondrous Love  

for our devotional reading during Lent. It’s a beautiful 

book featuring Scripture, devotional reading, prayer, 
and an image for each day of Lent. It uses readings  
from Matthew to explore Jesus’ journey from baptism 

to the cross.  
 
Book Fee: $2.50 with Scholarships Available. 
 
To order a copy, contact Denise McClellan at 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600.  
Copies are limited so please order soon. 

Lenten Midweek Worship: Join us for Holden 

Evening Prayer as we sign, meditate, and pray together. 
 
Wednesdays: 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1. 

Lenten Weekend Worship: We focus on themes 

from the Gospels of Matthew & John. 
 
Join us in Tempe or Gilbert: 2/29 & 3/1 Worship,  
3/7 & 3/8 Life in the Spirit, 3/14 & 3/15 Living Water, 
3/21 & 3/22 Now I See, 3/28 & 3/29 Faith, 4/4 & 4/5 

Palm Sunday. 

 

Lent Midweek Services & 

Volunteer Needs 
Join us for Holden Evening Prayer as we sign,  

meditate, and pray together. 
 

Wednesdays: 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1. 
  

Tempe Lite Lunch Volunteers Needed 

We need volunteers to bring soup (4 volunteers), bread 

(one volunteer, two loaves), and dessert (one volunteer 

with enough to serve 30 people). We need volunteers to 
set up, serve, and clean up. To volunteer for the Tempe 

Lite Lunches, please contact Jane Hilsendager at  

480-220-0566 or gramyjane721@gmail.com. 
  

Gilbert Supper Volunteers Needed 

We need volunteers to bring soup, salad, bread, and 

dessert. We also need volunteers to help with setting 
up and cleaning up. Sign up in the fellowship hall. If you 

have any questions, contacting Deb Christiansen. 

Easter Cantata 
Saturday, April 4 at 5pm • 

Tempe Sanctuary 
The Sanctuary Choir will be  

presenting the Easter Cantata  

at the Saturday evening service 

the weekend of Palm Sunday. 
“The Body of Christ” beautifully 
and creatively retells the final 

days of Jesus’ life, focusing  

on the meaning of His words 

and actions leading to the cross. 

Simply Lent 
Our Lenten theme is Simply Lent and Holden Evening 

Prayer will be the centerpiece of our midweek worship. 
The midweek services will also include an opportunity 

for reflection on the Old Testament Lenten texts, as well 

as meditation during a time of Centering Prayer. 
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Breakfast Dudes 
Saturday, March 21 at 8am 

Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
Men, would you like to get to 

know the other men of the congregation a little better 
while encouraging each other in the faith? Then come 

and join us! The meeting will last about an hour and 

breakfast will be served! All men are welcome! Bring a 

friend! 

Beer & Bible 
Friday, March 13 at 7pm • Home of The Diegles 

2809 E. Maplewood Street, Gilbert 85297 •  
Ron’s Cell 480-318-7678 

This is an in-home Bible study. We’ll be using the same 

book as last year: 100 Stand-Alone Bible Studies by 
Penelope Wilcock. All adults who would like to meet 
others in the congregation, discuss a scriptural topic, 

and grow in their relationships are invited to attend. 
Attendees are asked to bring a beverage and a food 

item to share. March’s topic is Zacchaeus—p.66. 

 
 
 

First Thursday Coffee & Conversation 

March 5 from 9am-11am • Tempe Adult Classroom 
Meet new friends. See old friends. Please join us for a 

cup of coffee and some conversation! 
 

Lunch at Joe’s Farm Grill 
March 5 there meet at 11:30am •  

3000 E Ray Road, Gilbert 85296 
Come have some great food on the farm!  

RSVP by Monday, March 2 
Contact Judy Edwards at 480-838-0197  

 
Third Thursday Game Day 

March 19 at 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 
Come and join in for some fellowship and games. 

Don’t like to play games? Come for a cup of coffee!  

WE╬ogether Adult Forum 
Sundays from 10:30-11:15am • Gilbert Sanctuary 

Sundays from 10:30-11:30am • Tempe Adult Classroom 
Meeting March 15, 22, & 29 

We gather weekly to reflect on the Scripture readings  

from Worship. To encourage unity and cross generational 
discussion, our Sunday classes of all ages are based on  
the Lectionary, a three-year series of Scripture readings. 
Adult Forum will focus on daily discipleship and putting 

our faith into practice. If you have any questions, contact 

Pastor Andrea at 480-730-8600 or acain@desertcross.org. 

The ChristCare program is our small group ministry at 
Desert Cross. Groups meet once a week for worship, 

prayer, Bible study, and fellowship. You may join a 
ChristCare Group at any time. If you find one that fits 
your schedule, please come… you are always welcome. 

You don't have to wait to be invited, join one this week! 
For more information or to find a group  that meets your 

needs, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 or 
dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 
 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm, 7pm; Wed 9am, 9:30am, 

1pm, 3:30pm; Thu 7am, 6:45pm 

C3:Coffee, Conversation  

and Christ 

March 10 & 24 
10am • Gilbert  
The C3 group meets twice 
a month for coffee and  
conversation. Everyone is 

truly welcome! We’d love 
to get to know you! 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

GFF: Bunco 

Saturday, March 28 at 6pm • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Guys and Gals are invited to try this easy dice game!  
On the fourth Saturday of each month, Desert Cross has 
a Game Night. Grab your BFF and join us for GFF! 



Wise Guys 
Mondays at 9am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Are you a guy? Are you wise? Join other Wise Guys every  
Monday for coffee.  

 Wednesdays at 9am • Gilbert 
Join us for this caregiver/tot program that includes  

music, story-time, a snack, and a small craft. It is open 
to all our youngest friends. Come and bring a friend! 
 
Not meeting March 11 - Spring Break 

Kids Connect Event 
Sunday, March 22 • 1pm-2:30pm •  

Tempe Community Center 

Kindergarteners through 6th graders are invited to 
come join Miss Kristen in Tempe for lots of fun. There  

is always an activity and a snack. Friends are always 
invited too! 

 
No Education March 8 

Spring Break 

Go, See, Do Photography  

and Travel Group  
Thursday, March 5 • 1pm-3pm • Gilbert 

Friday, March 6 • 7pm-9pm • Tempe 

Do you like photography? Do you like travel and local 
area meet-ups? Then this is the group for you! All types 
of cameras are welcome from DSLR to cell phone. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors. Teenagers 

must always be accompanied by a parent.  
 
Remaining: 

Thursday Gilbert Dates: 4/2/20.  
Friday Tempe Dates: 4/3/20. 
 
Just interested in going to great locations for fun and 

fellowship? Then join our group on our local meet-ups 
or our more distant locations. We schedule meet-ups to 

practice with our cameras, but the camera is optional if 
you just like coming along. 
 
For more information, please contact Paul Gryniewicz 
at azgryn@cox.net. 
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Adult Programs & Ministries 

MOPS 
Thursdays, March 5 & 19 at 9am • Gilbert 

Join other Mothers of Preschoolers as we grow and  
support one another during these early stages of  

motherhood. We meet on the first and third Thursday 

each month to enjoy brunch, discussions, crafts, and 
connections with moms who understand your joys and 
struggles. If you are interested in joining the group or 

would like to volunteer with childcare, please contact 
Mandie at dclcgilbertmops@gmail.com. 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 
 

WE╬ogether Service Sunday 

TRANSPORTATION DAY! 

Sunday, March 1 at 10:30am 

Gilbert Campus 
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High School Night 
Sundays at 7pm in Tempe Youth Room 

A night of games and group discussion on “real life” 
topics. Come join us and bring your friends! 
 
Meeting March 1, 22, & 29 

Congratulations to all of  

our March birthdays  

and anniversaries.  

Wishing you God’s  

blessings on your  

special day! 

  

For privacy reasons, Desert 
Cross does not publish the 

names and birthdays/
anniversaries of our  

congregation online. The full 

list of birthdays and  
anniversaries is available in 

the printed newsletter or you 

may request a list from the 

church office by contacting 
Maegan Jennett at  

mjennett@desertcross.org. 
  

Thank you for understanding. 

July 5—10  
(Sunday through Friday) 

Lutheran Campformation  
of Arizona is an amazing  
week-long summer camp. 
Desert Cross encourages all  

of our Middle School youth 

(incoming 7th, 8th and 9th 

grade students) to attend 
 this fun and powerful week. Like last year, incoming 

10th graders are also invited to attend a “GAP” year  

and get a combination experience as a camper and 
counselor. A link to registration is available on the  

Desert Cross website. Cost is $325. The Deadline to  
register and pay is June 1, but camp fills up fast, so 

Chad is requesting a deadline of April 1. If you have  

any questions or concerns, please contact Chad Diegle 

at cdiegle@desertcross.org. 

March Birthdays & Milestone Anniversaries 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

Tempe Children’s Choir 
Saturdays • 11:30am-12pm 

Tempe Sanctuary 

We will be singing, playing instruments, 
sharing devotions, and singing in worship 

once a month for our 9:30am service. Chil-
dren in grades 2-6 are invited to participate. For more 
information on exact dates or to sign up, please contact 

Christine Soll at ssoll@desertcross.org.  
 
Meeting March 14 & 21 

Youth Mission Trip 
June 14—20 

This summer, our youth are headed on a mission trip 

that is somewhat different than anything we have done 
in recent years. A group will be heading north to  

Portland, Oregon to work with the homeless.  
 
If you would like more information, please contact 

Chad Diegle at cdiegle@desertcross.org. 



 

March Calendar 

March Events 
 
Transportation Day 

Sunday, March 1 | 10:30am | Gilbert Campus 
 
Chandler Children’s Choir Presentation 

Monday, March 1 | 7pm | Tempe Sanctuary 
 
Gilbert Hospitality Meeting 

Monday, March 2 | 5:30pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Lenten Worship— March 4, 11, 18, 25, & April 1 

Wednesdays | 12pm with lite Lunch following | Tempe Campus 

Wednesdays | 7pm | Tempe Sanctuary 

Wednesdays | 6pm Supper and 7pm Worship | Gilbert Campus 
 
Go, See, Do Photography & Travel Group 

Thursday, March 5 | 1pm-3pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

Friday, March 6 | 7pm-9pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
MS Self-help Group 

Monday, March 9 | 10am-12pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Gilbert Chamber Meeting 

Tuesday, March 10 | 7pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Beer & Bible 

Friday, March 13 | 7pm | Home of Ron & Cheryl Diegle 
 
Church Council Meeting 

Monday, March 16 | 7pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
55+ Third Thursday Game Day 

Thursday, March 19 | 9am | Tempe Adult Classroom 
 
Breakfast Dudes 

Saturday, March 21 | 8am | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Serve Pancakes at Grace Lutheran 

Sunday, March 22 | 6:30am | Phoenix 
 
I-HELP Hosting 

Tuesday, March 24 | 5pm | Tempe Community Center 
 
Holy Communion Instruction 

Saturday, March 28 | 9am-11:30am | Tempe Campus 
 
GFF: Bunco 

Saturday, March 28 | 6pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
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Regularly Scheduled Events 
 
SUN Worship, Fellowship & Education (NOT meeting 3/8) 

 Adult Chancel Choir | 8am | Gilbert  

 SEA Group | 10am | Gilbert (3/8, 3/22) 

 Kids Connect Event | 1pm | Tempe (3/22) 

 High School Night | 7pm | Tempe (3/1, 3/22, 3/29) 
 
MON Wise Guys | 9am | Tempe  

 Equippers | 5:30pm | Tempe (3/2, 3/16, 3/30) 

 Ringing Praise | 7pm | Tempe 
 
TUE C3: Coffee, Conversation & Christ | 10am  

  Gilbert (3/10, 3/24) 

 Songleaders | 5:45pm | Tempe 
 
WED Joyful Noises | 9am | Gilbert (NOT meeting 3/11) 

 SEA Group | 9am | Tempe (3/11, 3/25) 

 Sanctuary Choir | 7pm | Tempe  

 Jr. High Confirmation | 7pm | Tempe  (Not meeting) 

 Jr. High Night | 7pm | Tempe (Not meeting) 
 
THU 55+ Coffee & Conversation | 9am | Tempe (3/5) 

 MOPS | 9am| Gilbert (3/5, 3/19) 

 Book Group | 2pm OR 7pm | Tempe (Not meeting) 

 Soul 2 Sole Walking Group (evenings) 
  
SAT Soul 2 Sole Walking & Running Group (early mornings) 

 SEA Group | 7:30am | Tempe (3/7, 3/21) 

 Altar Guild Bread Baking | 8:30am | Tempe (3/7) 

 Ignite Children’s Choir | 11:30am | Tempe (3/14, 3/21) 

 Junior Choir | 1:30pm | Gilbert 

 Worship | 5pm | Tempe 

TEMPE // SATURDAY 

5:00pm •  Worship 
 

TEMPE // SUNDAY 

8:00am - 9:00am  • Traditional Worship 

9:30am - 10:30am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30 - 11:15am • WE╬ogether Learn  
 

GILBERT // SUNDAY 

9:00am - 10:00am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:15am - 11:00am • WE╬ogether Learn  

Worship & Education Times 

ChristCare Small Groups 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm, 7pm;  

Wed 9am, 9:30am, 1pm, 3:30pm;  

Thu 7am, 6:45pm 
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Safe Sleep for Baby 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD 

Donations collected March 1—March 29 

Every 5 days a baby in Arizona suffocates while sleeping 
due to unsafe sleep practices. In March, DCLC is part-

nering with Arizona’s Department of Child Safety (DCS) 
to supply essential baby hygiene items for their “Baby 

Boxes.” A box is given to new parents, which is filled 

with infant items that aid in providing a safer sleep  

environment. Help Arizona’s babies thrive so that every 
new parent can ensure the safety of their precious little 

one. 
 
Suggested Items: *Diapers (Size 1 & 2), *Travel size bath 

products, *Baby Wipes, *Pacifiers, *Washcloths, 

*Electrical outlet covers, Receiving Blankets, Sleepers, 
Onesies, Bibs, Infant socks.  
 
*Indicates high priority needs. 

Multiple Sclerosis Bike Ride 
I will be riding in the M.S. Bike Ride on March 28 and 

March 29, 2020. This ride will be my 29th in a row. I will 

be accepting donations and pledges after services on 

the Tempe campus the weekends of February 29/March 

1 through March 21/22. You can also donate to me at 
www.bikemsarizona.org.  
 
The bike ride starts and finishes both days at McDowell 
Mountain Regional Park. Day one can be either 13, 48, 
or 101 miles. Day two options will be 13, 36, or 57 miles. 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Art Kryzewski 

Grace Pancake 

Breakfast Update 
Dates for serving at Grace Lutheran 
in 2020: March 22, April 26, and May 24. 
 
Contact Joy Petroff at joylpetroff@gmail.com or  
480-390-7396 to sign up to volunteer and for more  

information. 

$401.33 $140.00 

Other: 

$231.50 

Special Hunger Jar Results 
Thank you to everyone at Desert Cross who participated 

in the Special Hunger Jar collection for Kyrene Resource  
Center the weekend of the Super Bowl! It is always fun 

to show our support to a great cause by also showing 

support to your team. Combining collections at both 

campuses resulted in a total collected amount of 
$772.83.  
 
Thank you again, for your generous donations. 



BLOOD DRIVE 
Sunday, April 26 

The SE Valley Lutheran Coalition for 
Habitat for Humanity is a group of 

Southeast Valley churches that join  

together to sponsor the construction of 
a new Habitat for Humanity home each 
year. The home being built is located at 1421 S. 13th Ave, 
Phoenix, AZ 85007. The build will take place most Satur-

days starting at 7:30am, with a lunch break at 11am.  
 
Anyone can show up; volunteers must be at least 16  

years old to help with construction, and 18 years old to 
use power tools or to be on the roof. No experience  
required. 
 
Please wear closed-toe shoes with backs. Work boots  
are preferred, but thick soled tennis shoes will be  
allowed. Please also make sure that tennis shoes have 

solid grip on the sole. Wear “work clothes” or clothes  

you don’t mind getting dirty (no tank-tops or “short” 
shorts). 
 
Bring a water bottle (water to fill your bottle will be  
available); sun block; tools (Habitat provides all hand 

tools, power tools, aprons, and  
supplies). There is no need to bring  

anything unless you would rather use 

your own tools and tool belt.  
 

In addition to volunteers for building, we need individu-

als/groups willing to provide lunch on Desert Cross’  
assigned days. The last date that we need to provide 

lunch for this build is March 14. If you are interested in 
providing lunch, please contact Vern Lenox and help us 

plan ahead. 
  
The single largest funding source is contributions from  

individuals utilizing the Arizona State Tax law which  
allows a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for contributions for 

the working poor.  
 
If you have questions, please contact Vern Lenox at  
480-491-4994. 
 
For more information about Habitat for Humanity or to 
donate, visit www.habitatcaz.org. 

Shepherd’s Warehouse Update 

We were notified by Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 
that Shepherd’s Warehouse, whom we supported for 
many years, had to close. This was due to the illness of 

the director and the loss of volunteers. We supported 

the Warehouse for many years. It was founded in 1984 
and during it’s years it served many thousands of  
people in need in north Tempe and surrounding area. 

They provided food and clothing at no cost to the  
recipients. They received many awards locally and  

nationally for their work as a volunteer service. 
 
Some of our Outreach volunteers helped clean out the 

building. Leftover equipment, canned goods, and  
clothing were given to Kyrene Resource Center. 
 
We recently received a check from Abiding Savior from 

the leftover operating funds. We were given instructions 

to share this with other food ministries. After much 

prayerful consideration, Pastor Andrea and Hilda Rose 

decided to donate these funds to Kyrene Resource  
Center, Step Up School, and Concordia School, which 
we already support and who distribute food. They were 
very grateful to receive this donation which would help 
them continue with the work they are doing. 
 
Thanks to all of you for the support you have given to  
Shepherd’s Warehouse throughout the years. This was 

definitely carrying out the Lord’s work of doing for  

others. 

The Outreach Ministry and Vitalant (formerly United 

Blood Services will be hosting a blood drive on  

Sunday, April 26, 2020 with the Bloodmobile on the 
Tempe campus from 7:30am to 1pm. Sign-ups will be 
available after each service at the Tempe campus on 

the weekends of March 14/15, March 21/22, April 4/5, 
and April 18/19, 2020. You can also go on-line to  

schedule an appointment by logging onto 
www.bloodhero.com and using desertcross (all one 
word) as the sponsor code. Another way to schedule an 

appointment is at any Vitalant office.  
 
You can donate whole blood or power red. There is a 
need for Type O negative, Type A negative, and Type B 

negative power red donations. Please remember that 
when you donate you earn points that can be turned in 

for prizes.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Art Krzyzewski at 
602-292-0663 or krzyarty@cox.net. 



Hidden Treasures needs to grow to provide more support 
for the community. YOU can help that growth.  
 
One of the jobs that requires many volunteers is clothing. 
The items need to be priced and placed on a rack in the 
store. Clothing is one of our biggest sellers and volun-

teers work hard to keep shelves full. Another job that 

needs additional help is the receiving room. Working 
here is a bit like Christmas morning—it is full of surprises! 
Volunteers sort through boxes and bags, clean and price 
items. Come join us! Many opportunities and schedules 
are available. 
 

Lent has started. The Book Nook has devotional books 
for Lent and Easter. You will also find fiction and nonfic-

tion books on Easter. Throughout the store you will find 
décor and clothing items for this season. 
 
Department Highlight: Furniture. The furniture depart-

ment offers a variety of furniture types and styles. The 
pieces are artfully displayed in the space next to the main 
store. In addition, at the end of the shopping center 

(space 2), you will find additional furniture. Whether you 

are looking for a couch or dresser or whether you want to 
upcycle a piece, come in and explore. 
 
Donations needed: Crafts—yarn and needles, kids craft 
projects, thread, needles, zippers; Books—children, cook-

books, magazines, mysteries, science fiction, fiction,  
current books on science, westerns, and games and  

puzzles for all ages; Jewelry and watches. 

610 N. Alma School Suite 30 • Chandler, AZ 85224 
9am-4pm Mon-Sat • (480) 857-8310          

www.treasuresthrift.com 

Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest is pleased to 

deliver in-kind donations directly to Casa del Migrant 

Home and Shelter. These shelters are supporting  
asylum seekers south of the Mexico-American border. 
 
Place your donations in the plastic bin in the narthex.  
The bin is located on the left as you enter the narthex  
and labeled LSS—Donations for Asylum Seekers. 
 
Items Needed:  
Clothing: Shoes - new or gently used for men, women, 
and children. Sneakers are preferred. For adults, smaller 

sizes are preferred (men’s 7-9, women’s 5-8). Socks and 
Underwear - new items only for men, women, and  

children. Includes bras for women. Winter Clothing - 

coats, hats, scarves, and gloves of all sizes. Reusable 
Grocery Bags - new or gently used reusable totes will be 

necessary to assemble donation kits for asylum seekers.  
 
Supplies: Toiletries (all sizes) - soap, shampoo, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, combs, lotion,  

razors. Includes feminine hygiene products (pads and 
panty liners only). Diapers, Wipes, and Adult Depends - 

all sizes. Travel sized wipes appreciated, but full size  
accepted. Medications - new, unopened, over the 

counter medications only. Basic medications for both 

adults and children. Cleaning Supplies - multipurpose 

cleaner, laundry detergent, glass cleaner, toilet bowl 
cleaner, etc. Towels - white preferred so they can be 

bleached. Large Gallon Size Bags, Brooms/Mops, Large 

Trash Cans/Trash Bags.  
 
Other: Toys - clean, new toys only please. Stuffed  
animals, baby dolls, barbies, toy cars/trucks, and balls 

are preferred. Coloring books, crayons, board games,  
and Spanish language children’s books are also greatly 
appreciated. Lap Blankets/Baby Blankets, Twin Size 
fitted and flat Sheets - a blanket small enough to roll  
up and place in a backpack, sheets to fit over twin bed or 

cot. Paint - indoor and outdoor house paint will be used 
to freshen up shelters inside and outside. 
 
LSS is also seeking these larger donation items (all must 

be functioning): Washer/Dryer, Air Conditioner, and 

Refrigerator. Please contact LSS staff directly to arrange 
for the collection of these donations: Ruth Escobar at 

rescobar@LSS-SW.org / 480-396-3795 ext. 1218 or Jenny 

Tatum at jtatum@LSS-SW.org / 480-396-3795 ext. 1118. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this ministry, please 

contact Pastor Doris at 480-730-8600 ext. 106 or email at 
dnolan@desertcross.org . 

 
 

Donations Needed for Asylum Seekers Waiting in Mexico 



Tempe Outreach Collections 
 

March 1–29: Safe Sleep Baby Box collection for AZDCS 
April 5 - May 3: Purses & Personal Gifts for Mothers in shelters 

April 26: Blood Drive 
May: Special Hunger Jar Water Drive for Kyrene Resource Center and Grace Lutheran 
June 7 - 28: Undies Sundays for Kyrene Resource Center 

July 4 - 26: Back to School Supplies for Step Up School and Kyrene Resource Center 

August 1 - 30: Special Hunger Jar for Kyrene Resource Center 
September 6 - 27: Blankets and Jackets for Paz de Cristo and Kyrene Resource Center 
October 18: Blood Drive 

October 3 - November 22: Be Thankful Food Drive 

November 22: Turkey Sunday 
November 21 - December 20: Angel Tree collection for Kyrene Resource Center & Refugee families 
 

We always accept toiletries for Grace Lutheran’s Homeless Program. We also accept eyeglasses for Lion’s Club,  

pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House, gently worn shoes for Kyrene Resource Center, and coupons and labels for 
Step Up School. Please place these in the appropriate box or opening in the Outreach Cabinet in the corner of the 
narthex. If your donation is too large, please place behind the doors in the front of the cabinet. Reminder, we no 

longer collect used postage stamps as we have no outlet for them. *Please note: Do not place perishable items in the 

large collection bins. 
 
Kyrene Resource Center, which services the Guadalupe area, often has need of usable furniture and appliances 
when they help families transition from homeless into homes or apartments. Please call Irma Horton at  

602-330-7233. She will direct you to the drop off place or make arrangements to pick up the items. They have  
no large storage facilities. 

Gilbert Outreach On-going Collections 
 
There is an on-going collection in Gilbert of Box Tops (each one earns 10 cents), empty ink cartridges (each one 
earns a $2 credit), gently used tennis shoes, used uniforms (blue or khaki bottoms and red or blue polo shirts), and 

used sweatshirts or sweaters for Concordia Charter School. The Gilbert campus is also collecting toiletries from your 
travels for I-HELP guests. 
 
Keep your eyes and ears alert for service opportunities throughout the year. The Outreach team in Gilbert plans  

several service projects a year with local organizations. 


