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Tempe Campus 
(Church Office) 

8600 S. McClintock Dr.  
Tempe, AZ 85284  

 
Gilbert Campus 

3225 S. Lindsay Rd. #101 
Gilbert, AZ 85297 

 
Tempe // Saturday 

5pm - Worship  
 

Tempe // Sunday 

8:00am Traditional Worship 

9:00am Fellowship 

9:30am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30am WE╬ogether Learn 
 

Gilbert // Sunday  

9:00am WE╬ogether Worship 

10:00am Fellowship 

10:15am WE╬ogether Learn 

 

As a missional congregation,   

we celebrate Christ’s presence,   

invite people into a growing  

relationship with Jesus and equip 

them to serve in a broken world. 

 

Are you in need of prayer?  

Send prayer requests to  

prayerchain@desertcross.org  

or fill out a prayer request form. 

 

All newsletter submissions are  

due the 15th of the month prior to 

the month that an article is to be 

advertised. 

Simply Lent 2020 
Pastor Andrea Cain 

“Do not be anxious about anything,  

but in every situation, by prayer and  

petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:6-7 
 
Ahhh, Lent. As I write this article, we 

just finished Advent and Christmas 
2019 and are catching our breath  
when Lent 2020 sneaks up already on 

February 26. Isn’t life just like that? 

Sometimes it feels like we can’t catch 

our breath. Sometimes it feels over-

whelming or too much. Yet, this verse 
from Philippians gives us a needed 
breath. 
 
No matter what is happening around 
us, no matter what is pressing on us or 

needing to be done, we have the peace 
of God which guards our hearts and 

minds. We cannot do this life or this 

faith alone. We need to remember the 
promise that Christ walks with us every 

step of the way, renewing and equip-
ping us to live out our faith not only for 

peace in our hearts, but to pass the 
peace to others. 
 
We don't know what will happen in 
2020. At this moment, we still await an 
Associate Pastor. It has been one year + 
since we were blessed with Pastor 
Doris. She has eased the anxiety of our 

transitional time greatly. Who would 

have thought we would still be waiting? 

We have so much to be thankful for, 

and we have much to wonder and wait 
for. This Lent gives us another opportu-

nity to take time and catch our breath 
with God. 
 
We are building on our Advent theme of 

meditation and making space for God 
this Lent with Simply Lent. We provide 

spaces for worship, learning, reflection, 
and spending time together in prayer, 
song, and meditation. We need these 

open spaces to give us the opportunity 

to invite God into our hearts and the 

anxious places of our lives. Always  

remember God’s promise of peace for 
today, tomorrow, and eternity. 
 
Join me this Lent in giving thanks to 

God for our community of faith that 
embraces mission, is open to all  

people, and cares for God’s people and 
each other as we gather for prayer and 

thanksgiving for all that we are and all 

that we have been given this Lent. 
God’s peace is for you and is actively 

guarding your heart and your mind in 
Christ Jesus. Breathe deeply, catch 

your breath, and know the love that is 
yours in this community and in Christ. 
 
The spirit of God has made me, and the 
breath of the Almighty gives me life.  
Job 33:4 
 
Giving thanks for you, 
Pastor Andrea  



     Meet Your Staff 
This month we’re getting to know  

Jessica Robinson. 
 
Tell us about your role at Desert Cross. 
Jessica serves as the Worship Coordinator. 
Jessica describes her job as being the “stage manager”  
of the Worship Services at the Tempe Site. That means 
she coordinates everything from ushers to batteries for 

the microphones, everything from readers to water for  
baptisms, everything from bread to copies of the  
Scripture readings. Jessica says that you know she’s  
doing her job well when you don’t notice anything “off” 

during the Worship Service. She does her job VERY well! 

She’s currently getting ready for the busy Lent and Easter 
Seasons. If you’d like to serve as a Worship Assistant at 

either campus, go to www.desertcross.org/worship-
assistants and scroll to the bottom. 
 
 What is your background prior to working at Desert 
Cross? 

Jessica has a Bachelor’s Degree in Interior Design from 
NAU. She designed office spaces for five years prior to 
becoming a stay-at-home mom. Once her kids started 

school, she volunteered with the school Parent Teacher 
Network.  
 
What is something you enjoy about Desert Cross? 
Recently the love of Desert Cross was on display for  

Jessica’s family. Her husband, Andy, had a heart attack 

last fall. Jessica knew Andy and her family were  

supported with prayer through the outreach of the  
Congregation. It gave them great comfort during a  

difficult time. As far as her job goes, one of Jessica’s  

favorite things to do is getting the youth involved in the 

Worship Services. She sees this as a “way to connect 
them to the Church” through serving. When she talks 
about this, you can hear her passion for it in her voice. 
 
Tell us about your family. 
Jessica is a third generation Arizona native! Not too many 

of those! In fact, her entire family lives within eight miles 

of each other. When asked if that’s a good thing or a bad 
thing, Jessica just smiles. Andy and Jessica met at NAU. 
They’ve been married for nineteen years. Andy is a  

Captain with the Rural Metro Fire Department. They have 
three kids: George 15, Nina 13, and Mary 11. One of the 

“perks” of having your mom working at Desert Cross is 
that you get to serve in many ways during Worship  

Services. We’re always glad to see the Robinson kids in 

Worship! 
 
What do you like to do in your spare time? 

In her spare time, Jessica likes to read historical fiction. 
She also likes to hand build pottery. “Clay therapy” is  

her name for it! She hand builds the pieces out of clay 
without using a traditional pottery wheel. Her favorite 
pieces are two holy water bowls she built for her parents’ 

church. 
 
You can reach Jessica at jrobinson@desertcross.org. 
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The months that was… 

We rejoiced at the marriage of Connor Bjotvedt to Ashley 

Martinez on Saturday, January 4 at the Tempe campus. 
 
This month we also mourned the loss of Howard Sullivan. 

Volunteers Needed for  

ELCA Event in July 
July 20—23 • Phoenix Convention Center 

The ELCA is hosting a Rostered Minister Gathering  

here in Phoenix at the Convention Center. We are  
looking for volunteers from Desert Cross to assist by 

providing a welcome smile and directions at the  
Gathering. The time slots we want to fill are from  

8am to 1pm on Tuesday, July 21 & Wednesday, July 22. 

Please check your calendars and email Pastor Doris if 
you are available on  either or both of those mornings 
to be at the Convention Center. If you want to help, but 
those times don’t fit your schedule, please let Pastor 

Doris know when you would be available to volunteer. 
You can reach Pastor Doris at dnolan@desertcross.org. 

External Audit Update 
The External Audit was completed by Metz Accounting 
and Audit: The findings were that the financial position, 
in all material respects, present fairly the finances of 
Desert Cross Lutheran Church as of December 31, 2018, 

and that the changes in its net assets and its cash flow 
for the year ended in accordance with the modified 
cash basis of accounting. More information will be 
printed in the 2019 Annual Report and a complete  

report is available by contacting Doug Bjotvedt in the 

church office. 



Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 23 • 4pm • Tempe Sanctuary 

 
     Agenda: 
 • Annual Report 
 • RENEW Update 
 • Nominating Committee 

Baptism Seminar  

for Parents 
Sunday, Feb. 8 at 3pm 

Gilbert Campus 

Desert Cross has created a class for parents  

wishing to baptize their child. They are offered several 
times a year alternating between Tempe and Gilbert. 

Parents are invited to attend a class first and then 

schedule their baptism. To register, please contact 

Shannon Fossett at sfossett@desertcross.org  
or call 480-730-8600. 

I LOVE YOU! 
Angela Borchers, Stewardship Team 

 
The most beautiful sentence anyone can ever hear and 

anyone can ever say: I love you. 
 
We Love because he first loved us. How amazing this 
feeling of Love. As Valentine’s Day approaches, reflect 
on Love and how we can spread it through our family, 
our friends, our church, our community, and the World! 
 
John 15:12 says, “This is my commandment, love each 

other as I have loved you.” 
 
Your Stewardship team loves each and every one of 

you! Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Desert Cross Garden 
Desert Cross Lutheran Church has been the Charter  
Organization for Boy Scout Troop 379 since the early 
beginnings of Desert Cross. The Boy Scout Program  

provides the opportunity for our youth (11-18 years) to 

build character and life values through the Scouting 

program in a Christian based environment. The highest 
rank a Scout may earn is that of Eagle and one of the 
requirements involves the completion of an Eagle  

Project. It is said that only 4% of Scouts achieve the 

rank of Eagle and, to date, Troop 379 has produced  

109 Eagle Scouts with several projects benefiting the  

facilities of DCLC. 
 
The latest Eagle Scout of Troop 379 completed his  
project of a Fellowship Garden outside of the  

Fellowship Hall Kitchen of the Tempe Sanctuary. The 
project completed in late December and is available  

for use. Are you ready to try out your green thumb? 
Contact Doug Bjotvedt at dbjotvedt@desertcross.org  
or 480-730-8600 for more information. 

Thank You 
Greetings from Wisconsin! I want to thank all the  
wonderful people of Desert Cross for all the help and 
prayers you have given me all the years I have had the 
pleasure of being a member. Thank you all and God 

bless. 
 
Blessings, 
Jackie Sell 
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GFF: BINGO! 

Saturday, Feb. 22 at 6pm • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Bring your best “James Holzhauer” knowledge and see 
how many answers you know! On the fourth Saturday 

of each month, Desert Cross has a Game Night. Grab 

your BFF and join us for GFF! 



Sweetheart Sunday 
Sunday, Feb. 9 at 10:15am • Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

We will have sugar cookies to decorate and several  
family craft projects. Come join us as we help spread 
the love! 
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February 26 
Tempe Worship at  

12pm & 7pm 

Gilbert Worship at 7pm 

 

Dear friends of Desert Cross,  
A heartfelt thank you for all of the love, prayers, and 

support you have so generously shared with me and my 
family in our time of need. This is a special community 
and your love is deeply felt and most appreciated.  
Love in Christ, 
Esther Sullivan 

Lenten Devotional:  

Wondrous Love 
Lent begins Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26. 
Desert Cross is adopting Wondrous Love  

for our devotional reading during Lent. It’s a beautiful 

book featuring Scripture, devotional reading, prayer, 
and an image for each day of Lent. It uses readings  
from Matthew to explore Jesus’ journey from baptism 

to the cross.  
 
Book Fee: $2.50 with Scholarships Available. 
 
To order a copy, contact Denise McClellan at 

dmcclellan@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600.  
Copies are limited so please order soon. 

Simply Lent 
The season of Lent is a time for reflection on the  
meaning of Christ’s death and resurrection to prepare 

ourselves to celebrate the joy of Easter. Join us for  
multiple opportunities to worship, learn, and fellowship 

together. 

Ash Wednesday Worship: We gather to mark 

the beginning of Lent with the imposition of ashes. We 
are sent with the ash cross on our forehead, a sign of 

sacrifice and hope, as we prepare for Holy Week and 

Easter. 

Lenten Midweek Worship: Join us for Holden 

Evening Prayer as we sign, meditate, and pray together. 
 
Wednesdays: 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1. 

Lenten Weekend Worship: We focus on themes 

from the Gospels of Matthew & John. 
 
Join us in Tempe or Gilbert: 2/29 & 3/1 Worship,  

3/7 & 3/8 Life in the Spirit, 3/14 & 3/15 Living Water, 
3/21 & 3/22 Now I See, 3/28 & 3/29 Faith, 4/4 & 4/5 

Palm Sunday. 

Lent Midweek Services 
Join us for Holden Evening Prayer as we sign, meditate, 

and pray together. 
 
Wednesdays: 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1. 
  
Tempe Lite Lunch Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers to bring soup (4 volunteers), bread 

(one volunteer, two loaves), and dessert (one volunteer 
with enough to serve 30 people). We need volunteers to 
set up, serve, and clean up. To volunteer for the Tempe 

Lite Lunches, please contact Jane Hilsendager at  
480-220-0566 or gramyjane721@gmail.com. 
  
Gilbert Supper Volunteers Needed 

We need volunteers to bring soup, salad, bread, and 

dessert. We also need volunteers to help with setting up 

and cleaning up. Sign up in the fellowship hall. If you 
have any questions, contacting Deb Christiansen. 



 
 
 

Save-the-Date 

Transportation Day 
Sunday, March 1 • 10:30am-12:45pm • Gilbert 

Mark your calendars so you can join us! Meet at the  
Gilbert campus for a fun day where kids can explore,  
sit in, and take pictures by all kinds of transportation. 
Lunch will be sold by the Desert Cross Youth to  
fundraise for the summer mission trip. 
 
We are also looking for people who are able and  

interested in helping to clean up after Transportation 

Day. If this is you, please contact Angie Stone. 
 
If you have a form of transportation you would like 

to share or know someone who does (examples: 

tractor, motorcycle, limo, boat, horse, RV, etc.), 
please contact Shannon Fossett at 480-730-8600 or  

sfossett@desertcross.org. 

National Wear RED Day 
February 7, 2020 

In our society, red clothing can mean many things . . . 

red for education, red for our AZ Cardinals team, read 

for a festive occasion, and many others. On February 7, 
red is for Go Red for Women, a national campaign from 

the American Heart Association to end heart disease 
and stroke in women. Go Red brings awareness to the 

fact that cardiovascular disease is the number one killer 

of women and works to dispel myths around the  
disease. 
 
Did you know? 
The warning signs of this killer disease are NOT the 
same for women. Men may have extreme chest pain, 

women are more likely to have shortness of breath, 

nausea/vomiting, back or jaw pain. Other signs may be 

dizziness, pain in the lower chest or upper abdomen, 
and extreme fatigue. Of the women who die suddenly 

from heart disease, 64% had NO previous symptoms. 

Heart disease kills more than ALL TYPES of cancer  
combined. 
 
What can you do? 
Know your family history and partner with your medical 
provider to have appropriate screenings. Find out your 
numbers for blood pressure and cholesterol and  

develop a plan to lower them if necessary. Strive for a 

healthy lifestyle with nutrition, movement, and stress-
management. 
 
What’s in it for the men? 
Who takes care of you when you’re not feeling well? 

Let’s keep healthy those who care for us! 
 
Want more information? Check out the American 
Heart Association’s Go Red for Women: 
www.goredforwomen.org or speak with Denise Viker, 

RN, your Parish Nurse. 

Chandler Children’s  

Choir Concert 
Sunday, March 1 at 7pm • Tempe Sanctuary 

The Chandler Children’s Choir (CCC), founded by  

Director Aimee Stewart, is a premier youth community 
choir that has inspired singers ages 7-18 since 2008.  

The CCC’s top ensemble, known as the Cantus Choir  
has performed coast to coast, from the lobby of the 

United Nations in New York City, to Pier 39 and Old  

First Church in San Francisco. Recently, the Cantus 
Choir was selected to perform at the Western Region 

Conference for the American Choral Directors Associa-
tion. In anticipation of this tour, the Cantus Choir is  

delighted to present their performance to the Desert 
Cross community on March 1 at 7pm in the Tempe 
Sanctuary. Because CCC has been rehearsing at Desert 

Cross since their very first rehearsal in 2008, they are 
grateful for the opportunity to perform for the  

congregation.  
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Breakfast Dudes 
Saturday, February 15 at 8am 

Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
Men, would you like to get to 

know the other men of the congregation a little better 
while encouraging each other in the faith? Then come 

and join us! The meeting will last about an hour and 

breakfast will be served! All men are welcome! Bring a 

friend! 

Beer & Bible 
Friday, February 14 at 7pm • Home of The Weingartz 

3136 S. 106th Circle, Mesa, 85212 •  
810-358-9597 

This is an in-home Bible study. We’ll be using the same 

book as last year: 100 Stand-Alone Bible Studies by 
Penelope Wilcock. All adults who would like to meet 
others in the congregation, discuss a scriptural topic, 

and grow in their relationships are invited to attend. 
Attendees are asked to bring a beverage and a food 

item to share. February’s topic is Andrew—p.60. 

 
 
 

First Thursday Coffee & Conversation 

February 6 from 9am-11am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Meet new friends. See old friends. Please join us for a 
cup of coffee and some conversation! 

 
Third Thursday Game Day 

February 20 at 9am • Tempe Adult Classroom 

Come and join in for some fellowship and games. 
Don’t like to play games? Come for a cup of coffee!  

WE╬ogether Adult Forum 
Sundays from 10:30-11:15am • Gilbert Sanctuary 

Sundays from 10:30-11:30am • Tempe Adult Classroom 
Meeting February 2, 9, 16, & 23 

We gather weekly to reflect on the Scripture readings  

from Worship. To encourage unity and cross generational 
discussion, our Sunday classes of all ages are based on  
the Lectionary, a three-year series of Scripture readings. 
Adult Forum will focus on daily discipleship and putting 

our faith into practice. If you have any questions, contact 

Pastor Andrea at 480-730-8600 or acain@desertcross.org. 

The ChristCare program is our small group ministry at 
Desert Cross. Groups meet once a week for worship, 

prayer, Bible study, and fellowship. You may join a 
ChristCare Group at any time. If you find one that fits 
your schedule, please come… you are always welcome. 

You don't have to wait to be invited, join one this week! 
For more information or to find a group  that meets your 

needs, contact Denise McClellan at 480-730-8600 or 
dmcclellan@desertcross.org. 
 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm, 7pm; Wed 9am, 9:30am, 

1pm, 3:30pm; Thu 7am, 6:45pm 

C3:Coffee, Conversation  

and Christ 

February 11 & 25 
10am • Gilbert  
The C3 group meets twice 
a month for coffee and  
conversation. Everyone is 

truly welcome! We’d love 
to get to know you! 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

Sent to Serve: The Lives of the  

Apostle Peter and the Apostle 

Paul with Pastor Andrea 
***CLASS HAS BEEN POSTPONED*** 

Please watch for future dates.  

Grow your faith journey with Peter and Paul! They were 
ordinary people on a faith journey. We will use videos 
and discussion as we journey to Turkey, Greece, and 

Jerusalem with PBS host Rick Steves. Come and see our 

models of what it means to be a follower of Jesus in 
2020. To register for the class, please contact Pastor 
Andrea at acain@desertcross.org or 480-730-8600. 



Experience Experience JOYJOY! The ! The 
Gilbert Sunday School Gilbert Sunday School 

Kids will be singing during Kids will be singing during 
the service out in Gilbert the service out in Gilbert 

on April 26! on April 26! 

Kids Sing in Worship: 

Sunday, February 9 at  

9:30am in Tempe 
 

Sunday, February 23 at  

9:30am in Gilbert 

High School Night 
Sundays at 7pm in Tempe Youth Room 

A night of games and group discussion on “real life” 

topics. Come join us and bring your friends! 
 
Meeting February 9, 16, & 23 

Jr. High Night 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Tempe 

Teens are invited to meet together for fun, fellowship, 
and to talk about life topics. 
 
Meeting February 12 

Wise Guys 
Mondays at 9am • Tempe Fellowship Hall 

Are you a guy? Are you wise? Join other Wise Guys every  

Monday for coffee.  

Go, See, Do Photography  

and Travel Group  
Thursday, Feb. 6 • 1pm-3pm • Gilbert 

Friday, February 7 • 7pm-9pm • Tempe 

Do you like photography? Do you like travel and local 
area meet-ups? Then this is the group for you! All types 
of cameras are welcome from DSLR to cell phone. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors. Teenagers 

must always be accompanied by a parent.  
 
Remaining: 

Thursday Gilbert Dates: 3/5/20, 4/2/20.  
Friday Tempe Dates: 3/6/20, 4/3/20. 
 
Just interested in going to great locations for fun and 

fellowship? Then join our group on our local meet-ups 
or our more distant locations. We schedule meet-ups to 

practice with our cameras, but the camera is optional if 
you just like coming along. 
 
For more information, please contact Paul Gryniewicz 
at azgryn@cox.net. 
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HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday Nights • 5:30pm—7pm • Tempe Youth Room 

 
High School students in grades 9-12 are invited to  

a six week course where we will dig into some  
wonderful and challenging topics. Pizza and drinks  

will be provided. Snacks are welcome. Following the 

meeting, we will stick around for High School Night.  
 
Meeting: February 9 & 16 

Adult Programs & Ministries 

MOPS 
Thursdays, February 6 & 20 at 9am • Gilbert 

Join other Mothers of Preschoolers as we grow and  
support one another during these early stages of  

motherhood. We meet on the first and third Thursday 

each month to enjoy brunch, discussions, crafts, and 
connections with moms who understand your joys and 

struggles. If you are interested in joining the group or 
would like to volunteer with childcare, please contact 

Mandie at dclcgilbertmops@gmail.com. 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 
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Jr. High Confirmation 
Wednesdays from 7pm-8pm in Gilbert 

Teens in Confirmation meet with their parents and 
Chad Diegle as they learn more about the faith that they 
were baptized into.  
 
Meeting February 5 & 19 

 Wednesdays at 9am • Gilbert 
Join us for this caregiver/tot program that includes  

music, story-time, a snack, and a small craft. It is open 

to all our youngest friends. Come and bring a friend! 

Kids Connect Event 
Sunday, Feb. 9 • 1pm-2:30pm • Tempe Ed. Building 

Kindergarteners through 6th graders are invited to 
come join Miss Kristen in Tempe for lots of fun. There  

is always an activity and a snack. Friends are always 

invited too! 

Expressing Our Love for God  
Through Music  

Gilbert Junior Choir 
Director, Carolyn Perkins 

Saturdays at 1:30pm • Gilbert Sanctuary 

NOT meeting February 29 
Zechariah 8:3-8 paints a vivid picture of Jerusalem with 

inhabitants of all ages within its gates; including chil-
dren, who are described as playing happily there in 

God’s presence. Here in lies the source and evidence for 
children’s choir ministry; that God’s self-revelation in 

scripture might take root downward and bear fruit  
upward for a lifetime of joyful service in His Kingdom. 

By serving in choir, children learn that God loves them, 
and in so learning from our weekly devotions and  

worthy music, that they have an important role in the 
mission Christ has given us, and that they have a role 
right now in this community as worship leaders. Each 

week during rehearsal, we learn to sing well, learn 
teamwork and faithfulness as a choir member. We also 

get to add our own creativity with fun instruments such 
as tone chimes, unpitched instruments, readings, and 
dance.  
 
If you have questions, contact Director Carolyn Perkins 
at 480-486-0170 or carolyn.perkins@q.com. 

Tempe Children’s Choir 
Saturdays • 11:30am-12pm 

Tempe Sanctuary 
We will be singing, playing instruments, 
sharing devotions, and singing in worship 

once a month for our 9:30am service. 

Children in grades 2-6 are invited to participate. For 
more information on exact dates or to sign up, please 
contact Christine Soll at ssoll@desertcross.org.  
 
Meeting February 15 & 22. 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

Youth Mission Trip 
June 14—20 

This summer, our youth are headed on a mission trip 
that is somewhat different than anything we have done 
in recent years. A group will be heading north to  

Portland, Oregon to work with the homeless.  
 
If you would like more information, please contact 
Chad Diegle at cdiegle@desertcross.org. 
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Grace Pancake 

Breakfast Update 
We have dates for serving at Grace 

Lutheran in 2020: January 26,  

February 23, March 22, April 26, and May 24. 
 
Contact Joy Petroff at joylpetroff@gmail.com or  

480-390-7396 to sign up to volunteer and for more  
information. 

The Outreach Ministry’s  

Non-Perishable Food Drive 
February 2—23 

Watch for the big Soup can in the Tempe narthex  

towards the end of January. The Outreach Committee is 
doing something a little different this year. Non-

perishable food items will be collected during February 
for the Kyrene Resource Center. Super Bowl Sunday is  

February 2 and we will once again vote with monetary 
donations for our favorite team to win the Super Bowl. 

The proceeds will go to Kyrene Resource Center. 

 

 

  

A Special Note from our  

I-HELP Guests in November. 
This beautifully written message reads: “God Bless 

You!!! Thank you for the hospitality. Much blessings to 

your Ministry for all that you do for so many others.  
May you and your families reap the wonderful seeds 

you’ve sown! I-help Residence” 

Outreach Ministries 

Advent Tea Thank You 
Desert Cross, 
Thank you for your generosity that was shown recently 

at our Advent Tea for The House of Refuge. We had over 
50 participants at the Tea and we were able to raise 

over $1200.00 for this charity! Desert Cross, you are  
absolutely amazing with sharing your gifts. Thank you! 

Multiple Sclerosis Bike Ride 
I will be riding in the M.S. Bike Ride on March 28 and 
March 29, 2020. This ride will be my 29th in a row. I will 

be accepting donations and pledges after services on 
the Tempe campus starting the weekend of February 

22/23 through March 21/22. You can also donate to me 

at www.bikemsarizona.org.  
 
The bike ride starts and finishes both days at McDowell 

Mountain Regional Park. Day one can be either 13, 48, 
or 101 miles. Day two options will be 13, 36, or 57 miles. 
 
Thank you for your support, 

Art Kryzewski 



Tempe Outreach Collections 
 

February 1/2: Super Bowl Hunger Jars for Kyrene Resource Center  

February 2-23: Non-Perishable Food Drive Collection for Kyrene Resource Center 
March 1–29: Safe Sleep Baby Box collection for AZDCS 

April 5 - May 3: Purses & Personal Gifts for Mothers in shelters 
April 26: Blood Drive 

May: Special Hunger Jar Water Drive for Kyrene Resource Center and Grace Lutheran 
June 7 - 28: Undies Sundays for Kyrene Resource Center 
July 4 - 26: Back to School Supplies for Step Up School and Kyrene Resource Center 

August 1 - 30: Special Hunger Jar for Kyrene Resource Center 
September 6 - 27: Blankets and Jackets for Paz de Cristo and Kyrene Resource Center 

October 18: Blood Drive 

October 3 - November 22: Be Thankful Food Drive 
November 22: Turkey Sunday 
November 21 - December 20: Angel Tree collection for Kyrene Resource Center & Refugee families 
 
We always accept toiletries for Grace Lutheran’s Homeless Program. We also accept eyeglasses for Lion’s Club,  
pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House, gently worn shoes for Kyrene Resource Center, and coupons and labels for 

Step Up School. Please place these in the appropriate box or opening in the Outreach Cabinet in the corner of the 
narthex. If your donation is too large, please place behind the doors in the front of the cabinet. Reminder, we no 

longer collect used postage stamps as we have no outlet for them. *Please note: Do not place perishable items in the 

large collection bins. 
 
Kyrene Resource Center, which services the Guadalupe area, often has need of usable furniture and appliances 
when they help families transition from homeless into homes or apartments. Please call Irma Horton at  

602-330-7233. She will direct you to the drop off place or make arrangements to pick up the items. They have  
no large storage facilities. 

Gilbert Outreach On-going Collections 
 
There is an on-going collection in Gilbert of Box Tops (each one earns 10 cents), empty ink cartridges (each one 
earns a $2 credit), gently used tennis shoes, used uniforms (blue or khaki bottoms and red or blue polo shirts), and 
used sweatshirts or sweaters for Concordia Charter School. The Gilbert campus is also collecting toiletries from your 

travels for I-HELP guests. 

Hidden Treasures is ready for Valentine’s Day. Stop by for 
a fun selection of décor, clothing, and cards. Valentine 
books, CDs and DVDs are on display in the Book Nook. 

Our craft area has fabric and other items for your holiday. 
 
Department Highlight: Book Nook—The Book Nook in  

the back of the store is a busy place. We try to organize 
books by genre and by author’s last name. We have large 

selections of fiction, mystery, romance, religion, and 
cookbooks. You can also find DVDs and CDs, games, and 

puzzles. Stop by to browse and enjoy! 
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 

Hidden Treasures is a busy place and we require many 

volunteers to process, clean, price items, and put them 
on the floor. Our current volunteers are wonderful and 
productive and they can use your help. AND our volun-
teers are all nice people. You will have fun and make a 

difference! 
 
Donations needed: Books—children, fiction, westerns, 
and mysteries; Crafts—threads, needles, yarn, and crafts 

for kids, yarn, thread, needles, zippers, and other sewing 
notions; Jewelry and watches. 

610 N. Alma School Suite 30 • Chandler, AZ 85224 
9am-4pm Mon-Sat • (480) 857-8310          

www.treasuresthrift.com 
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The SE Valley Lutheran Coalition for 
Habitat for Humanity is a group of 

Southeast Valley churches that join  

together to sponsor the construction of 

a new Habitat for Humanity home each 
year. The home being built is located at 1421 S. 13th Ave, 
Phoenix, AZ 85007. The build will take place most Satur-

days starting at 7:30am, with a lunch break at 11am.  
 
Anyone can show up; volunteers must be at least 16  

years old to help with construction, and 18 years old to 

use power tools or to be on the roof. No experience  
required. 
 
Please wear closed-toe shoes with backs. Work boots  
are preferred, but thick soled tennis shoes will be  

allowed. Please also make sure that tennis shoes have 

solid grip on the sole. Wear “work clothes” or clothes  
you don’t mind getting dirty (no tank-tops or “short” 
shorts). 
 
Bring a water bottle (water to fill your bottle will be  

available); sun block; tools (Habitat provides all hand 

tools, power tools, aprons, and sup-
plies). There is no need to bring any-

thing unless you would rather use your 

own tools and tool belt.  
 

In addition to volunteers for building, we need individu-

als/groups willing to provide lunch on Desert Cross’ as-
signed days. The dates that we need to provide lunch are 
February 1 and February 29. If you are interested in pro-
viding lunch, please contact Vern Lenox and help us plan 

ahead. 
  
The single largest funding source is contributions from  

individuals utilizing the Arizona State Tax law which  
allows a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for contributions for 
the working poor.  
 
If you have questions, please contact Vern Lenox at  

480-491-4994. 
 
For more information about Habitat for Humanity or to 
donate, visit www.habitatcaz.org. 

Congratulations to all of  

our February birthdays  

and anniversaries.  

Wishing you God’s  

blessings on your  

special day! 

  
For privacy reasons, Desert 

Cross does not publish the 
names and birthdays/

anniversaries of our  
congregation online. The full 

list of birthdays and  

anniversaries is available in 

the printed newsletter or you 
may request a list from the 
church office by contacting 

Maegan Jennett at  

mjennett@desertcross.org. 
  

Thank you for understanding. 

February Birthdays & Milestone Anniversaries 
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February Calendar 

February Events 
 
Gilbert Campus Clean Up 

Saturday, February 1 | 9am | Gilbert Campus 
 
Gilbert Hospitality Meeting 

Monday, February 3 | 5:30pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Go, See, Do Photography & Travel Group 

Thursday, February 6 | 1pm-3pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 

Friday, February 7 | 7pm-9pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Baptism Seminar  for Parents 

Saturday, February 8 | 3pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Sweetheart Sunday 

Sunday, February 9 | 10am | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
GFF: Bowling! 

Sunday, February 9 | 2pm | McRay Lanes 
 
High School Bible Study continues 

Sundays, February 9 & 16 | 5:30pm | Tempe Youth Room 
 
MS Self-help Group 

Monday, February 10 | 10am-12pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Gilbert Chamber Meeting 

Tuesday, February 11 | 7pm | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Beer & Bible 

Friday, February 14 | 7pm | Home of Joe & Stacey Weingartz 
 
Breakfast Dudes 

Saturday, February 15 | 8am | Gilbert Fellowship Hall 
 
Church Office Closed 

Monday, February 17 | Tempe 
 
Church Council Meeting 

Monday, February 17 | 7pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
55+ Third Thursday Game Day 

Thursday, February 20 | 9am | Tempe Adult Classroom 
 
GFF: BINGO! 

Saturday, February 22 | 6pm | Tempe Fellowship Hall 
 
Serve Pancakes at Grace Lutheran 

Sunday, February 23 | 6:30am | Phoenix 
 
Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 23 | 4pm | Tempe Sanctuary 
 
I-HELP Hosting 

Tuesday, February 25 | 5pm | Tempe Community Center 
 
Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 26 | 12pm & 7pm | Tempe Sanctuary 

Wednesday, February 26 | 7pm | Gilbert Sanctuary 
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Regularly Scheduled Events 
 
SUN Worship, Fellowship & Education  

 Adult Chancel Choir | 8am | Gilbert  

 SEA Group | 10am | Gilbert (2/2, 2/23) 

 Kids Connect Event | 1pm | Tempe (2/9) 

 High School Night | 7pm | Tempe (2/9, 2/16, 2/23) 
 
MON Wise Guys | 9am | Tempe  

 Equippers | 5:30pm | Tempe (2/18 TUE) 

 Ringing Praise | 7pm | Tempe 
 
TUE C3: Coffee, Conversation & Christ | 10am  

  Gilbert (2/11, 2/25) 

 Songleaders | 5:45pm | Tempe 
 
WED Joyful Noises | 9am | Gilbert  

 SEA Group | 9am | Tempe (2/5, 2/26) 

 Sanctuary Choir | 7pm | Tempe  

 Jr. High Confirmation | 7pm | Tempe  (2/5, 2/19) 

 Jr. High Night | 7pm | Tempe (2/12) 
 
THU 55+ Coffee & Conversation | 9am | Tempe (2/6) 

 MOPS | 9am| Gilbert (2/6, 2/20) 

 Book Group | 2pm OR 7pm | Tempe (2/6, 2/13, 2/20) 

 Soul 2 Sole Walking Group (evenings) 
  
SAT Soul 2 Sole Walking & Running Group (early mornings) 

 SEA Group | 7:30am | Tempe (2/1, 2/22) 

 Altar Guild Bread Baking | 8:30am | Tempe (2/1) 

 Ignite Children’s Choir | 11:30am | Tempe (2/15, 2/22) 

 Junior Choir | 1:30pm | Gilbert (NOT meeting 2/29) 

 Worship | 5pm | Tempe 

TEMPE // SATURDAY 

5:00pm •  Worship 
 

TEMPE // SUNDAY 

8:00am - 9:00am  • Traditional Worship 

9:30am - 10:30am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:30 - 11:15am • WE╬ogether Learn  
 

GILBERT // SUNDAY 

9:00am - 10:00am • WE╬ogether Worship 

10:15am - 11:00am • WE╬ogether Learn  

Worship & Education Times 

ChristCare Small Groups 
Sun 7pm; Mon 9:30am, 6:30pm, 7pm;  

Wed 9am, 9:30am, 1pm, 3:30pm;  

Thu 7am, 6:45pm 


