
In The Beginning 

Was A Great Surge 



 

The Cosmological Argument 

-The word cosmological comes from the Greek word 

cosmos meaning “having to do with the universe.” 

-Two key premises that make up the Cosmological 

Argument: 

 Premise 1:  Everything that had a beginning 

          had a cause. 

 Premise 2:  The universe had a beginning. 

 Conclusion:  Therefore, the universe had a 

         cause.  

-Law of Causality: Everything that has a beginning 

must have a cause.  It is the fundamental principle of 

science.  Without the Law of Causality, science is 

impossible.  



 
-From observing evidence about our universe, we 

can discover if it had a beginning and then draw 

some conclusions about the nature of the cause. 

-Until about the time of Einstein, many scientists held 

the belief that the universe is eternal, and thus did 

not need a cause.   

-But since then, evidence has been discovered that 

proves beyond a reasonable doubt that the universe 

did indeed have a beginning.  And that beginning is 

now what scientists call “The Big Bang.”   

Evidence for the Beginning of the Universe 



 

The Big Bang and Creationism 

-The Big Bang theory actually supports the Biblical 

account of Creation given in Genesis. 

-As Christians, we do not believe in the naturalistic 

theory called the Big Bang – that the universe 

exploded into existence from an infinitesimally 

small, hot, dense concentration of energy. 

-However, we do believe that the evidence that our 

universe had a beginning and that it was created 

out of nothing as the Biblical account in Genesis 

chapter one implies, is accurate.   



 
Five lines of scientific evidence for the beginning of 

the universe: 

S – the Second law of thermodynamics 

U – the expanding Universe 

R – cosmic background Radiation 

G – great Galaxy seeds 

E – Einstein’s theory of general relativity 

 

 

S.U.R.G.E. 



 

The Second Law of Thermodynamics 

-The Second Law of Thermodynamics states that the 

universe is running out of usable energy.  

-Sometimes called the Law of Entropy, the Second 

Law of Thermodynamics also states that the universe 

is moving toward disorder rather than order - that 

nature tends to bring things to disorder.  

-Without a beginning, by now the universe would be 

in complete disarray with no usable energy 

remaining.  



 

The Expanding Universe 

-In 1929, astronomer Edwin Hubble observed that the 

other galaxies in the universe are moving away from 

our galaxy.  

-If the galaxies are currently moving apart, then 

previously they must have been closer together.  The 

ultimate extrapolation of this idea is that all of the 

matter in the universe originated from a single point.   

-It is important to understand that this beginning point 

was not a dense point of matter, like some kind of 

extremely compacted pellet, but was literally nothing – 

there was no space, no time, no matter.  



 

The Expanding Universe 

 
-Aristotle defined nothing as what rocks dream about.  

Nothing is literally no thing.  

-“According to the Big Bang Theory, the whole matter 

of the universe began to exist at a particular time in 

the remote past.  A proponent of such a theory, at 

least if he is an atheist, must believe that the matter 

of the universe came from nothing by nothing.” 

Anthony Kenny 

-The universe is not expanding into empty space, but 

space itself is expanding – there was no space before 

the Big Bang.   



 -It’s also important to understand that the universe 

did not emerge from existing material but from 

nothing – there was no matter before the Big Bang.  

-In fact, chronologically, there was no “before” the 

Big Bang because there are no “befores” without 

time, and there was no time until the Big Bang. 

-Time, space, and matter came into existence at the 

Big Bang.  

 

The Expanding Universe 

 



 

Cosmic Background Radiation 

-Good scientific theories often predict future 

discoveries.  

-Scientists predicted as early as 1948 that the 

universe began in a great explosion, called “The Big 

Bang” and that there would be remnant heat from 

that explosion still out there. 

-The remnant heat is actually cosmic background 

radiation and was discovered in 1965. 

-Quite literally the “smoking gun” of the Big Bang, this 

cosmic background radiation put to rest any lingering 

thought that the universe was eternal.   



 

Great Galaxy Seeds 

-In 1992 the theory that there should be slight variations in the 

temperature of the cosmic background radiation from the Big 

Bang was confirmed by data gather by the NASA satellite 

COBE. 

-It showed precise temperature variations in radiation, 

allowing just enough matter to congregate to form galaxies, 

but not so much as to cause the universe to collapse back in 

on itself. 

-The ripples in radiation show that the beginning of the 

universe was extremely precise—accurate to one part in 

100,000.   

-Had it been even slightly different, galaxies would not have 

formed, leaving no place for life to have begun.   

-Therefore, the Big Bang was not a chaotic, random explosion 

but seems to have been a purposeful, controlled event.   



 

Einstein’s Theory of General Relativity 

-In 1916, Albert Einstein developed the theory of 

General Relativity.  The theory of General Relativity 

demands an absolute beginning for time, space, and 

matter and proves that all three are interdependent—

you can’t have one without the others. 

-The SURGE evidence shows that space, time and 

matter came into existence together.  In other words, 

the universe exploded into being out of nothing. 

-Scientists call this the Big Bang, and theologians call 

creation out of nothing ex nihilo. 



 

God and the Astronomers 

-Now with undeniable evidence that their theory of a 

static universe was false, reasonable scientists now 

must concede that supernatural forces must be 

responsible for the beginning of the universe. 

-Natural forces—indeed all of nature—were created 

at the Big Bang.  In other words, the Big Bang was 

the beginning for the entire physical universe.  Time, 

space, and matter came into existence at that point. 

-There was not a natural world or natural law prior to 

the Big Bang.  Since a cause cannot come after its 

effect, natural forces cannot account for the Big Bang.  

-Therefore, there must be something outside of 

nature to do the job.  That’s exactly what the word 

supernatural means. 



 

The Cosmic Rebound Theory 

-The theory that the universe has been expanding 

and contracting forever.  Instead of just one bang, 

there have been infinite repeated bangs.  

-One fatal flaw with this theory of eternal expansion 

and contraction is that there does not appear to be 

enough matter in the universe to pull everything back 

together in preparation for the next “bang.”  

-Because there is a finite amount of energy in the 

universe, it would eventually run out and collapse 

after enough “bangs.”  

-An infinite number of big bangs is an actual 

impossibility.  



 

Imaginary Time and Quantum Uncertainty 

-Stephen Hawkins made up a theory that utilizes 

“imaginary time.”  

-Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle: describes our 

inability to simultaneously predict the location and 

speed of subatomic particles (i.e. electrons).  

-The quantum uncertainty theory confuses causality 

with predictability.  This principle does not prove that 

the movement of electrons is uncaused.  It only 

describes our inability to predict their location and 

speed at any given time.  We may not be able to 

predict the movement of a subatomic particle (an 

event), but that doesn’t meant that the existence of 

the particle itself is uncaused  



 

THE RELIGION OF SCIENCE 

-Everyone knows that theists have theological 

beliefs.  But what’s often overlooked is that atheistic 

and pantheistic scientists also have theological 

beliefs. 

-Presented with evidence that time, space, and 

matter were created at the Big Bang, the most 

probable scientific conclusion is that the universe 

was caused by something outside of time, space, 

and matter.  When scientists refuse to accept the 

facts and the most reasonable conclusions, this is a 

matter of the will, not the mind.   

-The evidence is objective, it is the disbelieving 

scientists who are not.  



 

GEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AND THE KALAM 

COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT 

-Geological evidence:  Radioactive elements decay 

over time into other elements. Since all radioactive 

elements have not completely decayed by now, the 

universe cannot be infinitely old. 

-Kalam Cosmological Argument:  the universe had a 

beginning because time itself cannot be infinite. 

-There’s a difference between an abstract infinite 

series and a concrete one.  One is purely theoretical, 

the other is actual. Mathematically, we can conceive 

of an infinite number of days, but actually we could 

never count or live an infinite number of days.  

-An infinite number of something concrete is 

impossible.   



 

Who Made God?  And Other Objections 

-The Law of Causality does not say that everything 

requires a cause.  Rather, it says that everything that 

comes to be requires a cause.  Everything that has a 

beginning needs a cause.  The universe came to be, 

so the universe needs a cause. But God does not. 

-Atheists tend to bring up the “God of the Gaps” 

objection, which charges you with plugging God in to 

a gap in your knowledge.  

-We are not using God to plug holes in our 

knowledge, rather we are simply following the positive 

evidence for a supernatural cause where it leads.  We 

don’t simply lack a natural cause of the universe, but 

we have positive evidence for a supernatural cause.  



 
-The atheists tell us that science will find a natural 

cause for the creation of the universe.  

-Nature itself was the effect, so nature cannot be the 

cause.  

-Religion can be informed and confirmed by 

science. 

-The characteristics of the First Cause can be 

discovered through the scientific evidence. 

Who Made God?  And Other Objections 



 

Characteristics of the First Cause 

-The First Cause must be: 

 -self-existent, timeless, nonspatial, and 

immaterial; in other words, he is without limits, or 

infinite 

 -unimaginably powerful to create the universe 

out of nothing 

 -supremely intelligent, to design the universe 

with such incredible precision 

 -personal, in order to choose to convert a 

state of nothingness into the time-space-material 

universe (an impersonal force has no ability to 

make choices) 

 



 
“For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the 

power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream.  

He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is 

about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls 

himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band 

of theologians who have been sitting there for 

centuries.”                      -agnostic Robert Jastrow 


