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IDHEF – Chapter 1 
 
-Before we begin, I read something this week that goes along with 
last week’s lesson. 
-Want to start out tonight by emphasizing the importance as 
believers of experiencing God in building our faith. 
-We are instructed in Matthew 7:23 not to just know facts about God, 
but to be “known” by Him, to experience God by intimately 
encountering Him. 
-“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity.” 
-When we experience God on a daily basis, when He becomes our 
Best Friend, no amount of “facts” that are contrary to His existence 
can shake our faith. 
-In the first chapter of God’s Pursuit of Man, A. W. Tozer states: 

“The experience of Someone there makes religion invulnerable 
to critical attack.  It secures the mind against collapse under 
the battering of the enemy.  They who worship the God who is 
present may ignore the objections of unbelieving men.  Their 
experience is self-verifying and needs neither defense nor 
proof.  What they see and hear overwhelms their doubts and 
confirms their assurance beyond the power of argument to 
destroy.” 

-He goes on to add: 
“Some who desire to be teachers of the Word, but who 
understand neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm, 
insist upon “naked” faith as the only way to know spiritual 
things.  By this they mean a conviction of the trustworthiness 
of the Word of God (a conviction, it may be noted, which the 
devil shares with them).  But the man who has been taught 
even slightly by the Spirit of Truth will rebel at this perversion.  
His language will be, ‘I have heard Him and observed Him.  
What have I to do any more with idols?’  For he cannot love a 
God who is no more than a deduction from a text.  He will 
crave to know God with a vital awareness that goes beyond 
words to live in the intimacy of personal communion. 
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Nothing can take the place of the touch of God in the soul and 
the sense of Someone there.  Real faith, indeed, brings such 
realization, for real faith is never the operation of reason upon 
texts.  Where the truth faith is, the knowledge of God will be 
given as a fact of consciousness altogether apart from the 
conclusions of logic. True Christian experience must always 
include a genuine encounter with God.” 

-A true encounter with the Almighty God is the surest way to secure 
our faith from ever being shaken by the logic and wisdom of men.  
You can know all the facts in the world, but when you have 
experienced God for yourself, no man or demon will be able to 
convince you that He does not exist. 
-However, an unbeliever will not be turned to faith in the existence of 
God based on your experience.  In fact, to the unbeliever the account 
of your experience may be lunacy.  An unbeliever must be persuaded 
through facts, reason, and logic that the existence of God is not only 
a possibility, but highly probable.  And that is why we study.  It does 
help our faith to have facts, but we shouldn’t neglect the power of an 
encounter with God to sustain our faith. The facts will only reinforce 
what we know to be true through our personal relationship with 
Jesus and help us to communicate the Gospel message to the 
unbeliever. 
SLIDE ONE 
-Chapter 1:  Can We Handle The Truth?   
-In the movie A Few Good Men, Tom Cruise is questioning Jack 
Nicholson on the witness stand.  Tom Cruise demands to hear the 
truth at which point Jack Nicholson yells at him, “You can’t handle 
the truth!” 
-Unfortunately, many in America today can’t handle the truth. 
SLIDE TWO 
-Winston Churchill said:  “Men stumble over the truth from time to 
time, but most pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing 
happened.”  
-Churchill’s statement is as true today as it was years ago when he 
first spoke it.  Humans are truth seekers.  We demand truth in every 
area of our lives – our money, our health, our relationships.  People 
spend thousands of hours in courtrooms every year trying to uncover 
the truth.  We listen to TV and radio advertisements and expect the 
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truth.  We expect truth from our government officials.  And when we 
find out that what we have seen or heard has not been true, we 
aren’t too happy about it. 
-However, when it comes to morality or religion, oftentimes we don’t 
want the truth.  We hear things like “That’s true for you but not for 
me.” 
-Although few would admit it, our rejection of religious and moral 
truth is often on volitional rather than intellectual grounds.  We just 
don’t want to be held accountable to any moral standards or religious 
doctrine.   
-So we blindly accept the self-defeating truth claims of politically 
correct intellectuals who tell us that truth does not exist; everything 
is relative; there are no absolutes; it’s all a matter of opinion; you 
ought not judge; religion is about faith, not facts.   
-Augustine, one of the most influential philosophers and theologians 
of the Middle Ages, once said, “We love the truth when it enlightens 
us, but we hate it when it convicts us.” 
-The apostle Paul in Romans 1:18-32 writes:  “Men suppress the 
truth by their wickedness.”  In other words, we suppress the truth so 
that we can feel free to do what we want. 
-Are you a truth suppressor or a truth seeker?  Do you really want to 
know the truth?  Can you handle the truth? 
SLIDE THREE 
-Finding the answers to life’s biggest questions depends upon 
knowing the truth.  If you have wrong ideas about truth, then you 
have wrong ideas about life too.  If you live your life based on faulty 
ideas or assumptions, then you can seriously hurt yourself and 
others.   
-There really are moral standards and laws in the universe which, if 
broken, have harmful or fatal consequences.  Such truths are 
absolute – that is unchanging throughout history – and knowable.  
These moral standards are not dependent on our opinions, feelings, 
or preferences. 
SLIDE FOUR 
-Four questions concerning truth that we need to address in these 
first two chapters: 
 1.  What is truth? 
 2.  Can truth be known? 
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 3.  Can truths about God be known? 
 4.  So what?  Who cares about truth? 
SLIDE FIVE 
-So what is truth?  Truth is telling it like it is.  Truth is that which 
corresponds to its object or that which describes an actual state of 
affairs.  Ex:  “It is a sunny day” is a true statement if the sun in fact 
is shining outside and false if it is not.   
-Truth is not relative; it is absolute.  If something is true, then it is 
true for all people, at all times, in all places.  All truth claims are 
absolute, narrow, and exclusive.  Even the statement “everything is 
true” fits this criteria, because it excludes its opposite (everything is 
not true).  In fact, all truths exclude their opposites.  Ex:  Humanist 
truth claims are just as narrow as Christian truth claims because if 
humanist truth claims are true then anything opposed to it is false. 
SLIDE SIX 
-Seven truths about truth: 
 1. Truth is discovered, not invented.  It exists independent of 
anyone’s knowledge of it.  (Gravity existed prior to Newton.) 
 2. Truth is transcultural; if something is true, it is true for all 
people, in all places, at all times (2+2=4 for everyone, everywhere, 
at every time). 
 3. Truth is unchanging even though our beliefs about truth 
change. (When we began to believe that the earth was round instead 
of flat, the truth about the earth didn’t change, only our belief about 
the earth changed.) 
 4. Beliefs cannot change a fact, no matter how sincerely they 
are held.  (Someone can sincerely believe that the world is flat, but 
that only makes that person sincerely mistaken.) 
 5. Truth is not affected by the attitude of the one professing it. 
(An arrogant person does not make the truth he professes false.  A 
humble person does not make the error he professes true.) 
SLIDE SEVEN 
 6. All truths are absolute truths.  Even truths that appear to be 
relative are really absolute.  Ex:  “I like chocolate” may appear to be 
relative, but it is actually absolutely true for everyone, everywhere 
that I like chocolate on this day. 
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7.  Contrary beliefs are possible, but contrary truths are not.  
We can believe everything is true, but we can’t make everything true. 
Truth is not subject to our changing whims or desires. 
SLIDE EIGHT 
-To say that truth is relative is self-defeating.  A self-defeating 
statement is a statement that fails to meet its own criteria.  If all 
truth is relative, then the statement should be relative as well, but it 
is absolute which contradicts the point the person making the 
statement is trying to make. 
-The key to recognizing self-defeating statements is to apply every 
statement to itself to see if it meets its own criteria. 
-By turning a self-defeating statement on itself, you can expose it for 
the nonsense it is.  This is called the Road Runner tactic.   
-Based on the characters Road Runner and Wile E. Coyote from 
Saturday morning cartoons.  Coyote always chasing Road Runner, 
but Road Runner is always too fast.  When Coyote is finally gaining 
ground, the Road Runner stops short of a cliff’s edge leaving the 
passing Coyote momentarily suspended in midair.  He realizes he has 
no ground to stand on and goes crashing to the ground. 
-The Road Runner tactic helps the relativists and postmodernists of 
today’s society realized that their arguments cannot sustain their own 
weight. 
SLIDE NINE 
-All ideas have consequences.  Good ideas have good consequences, 
and bad ideas have bad consequences. 
-If we teach students there is no right or wrong, why are we 
surprised when they cheat on a test? 
-False ideas about truth lead to false ideas about life.  These false 
ideas give apparent justification for what is really immoral behavior.  
For if you can kill the concept of truth, then you can kill the concept 
of any true religion or any true morality. 
-Complete agnosticism or skepticism is self-defeating.  Agnostics and 
skeptics make the truth claim that truth claims cannot be made.  
They say that truth can’t be known but then claim their view is true.  
You can’t have it both ways.   
-So now that we know there is absolute truth that can be known, 
let’s tackle the question: Can All Religions Be True? 
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-It is common to hear today that “all religions are true.”  This is often 
called “pluralism.” Pluralism is the philosophical idea that all religions 
are equally acceptable and true, and that all religions lead to God in 
the end.  You have probably heard people say, “It doesn’t matter 
what you believe, just as long as you believe.” 
-However, religious beliefs cannot all be true, because many religious 
beliefs are contradictory – they teach opposites.  Ex:  Christians 
believe you must accept Christ as your Saviour or you will choose hell 
as your ultimate destination.  Muslims believe the same thing about 
non-Muslims – they’re headed for hell.  One is right, and the other is 
wrong.  They can’t both be right. 
SLIDE TEN 
-World religions have more contradictory beliefs than complementary 
ones.  The notion that all religions teach basically the same thing – 
that we ought to love one another – demonstrates a serious 
misunderstanding of world religions. 
-While most religions have some kind of similar moral code because 
God implanted right and wrong on our consciences, they disagree on 
virtually every major issue including the nature of God, the nature of 
man, sin, salvation, heaven, hell, and creation. 
-In our modern day society it has become politically incorrect to say a 
religion is wrong.  We are told that we must be “tolerant” of all 
religious beliefs. 
-Tolerance means to treat those with different beliefs respectfully.  
However, in today’s culture tolerance has been perverted to mean 
you’re supposed to accept every belief as true (except for 
Christianity, of course!) 
SLIDE ELEVEN 
-Problems with new definition of tolerance: 
1.  On an individual level it can be dangerous to pretend that 
mutually exclusive religious beliefs can be true.  If Christianity is true, 
then it’s dangerous to your eternal destiny not to be a Christian.  
Likewise, if Islam is true, then it’s dangerous to your eternal destiny 
not to be a Muslim. 
2.  The claim that “you ought not question someone’s religious 
beliefs” is just as exclusive and “intolerant” as any religious belief of a 
Christian or Muslim.  Pluralists think all non-pluralist beliefs are 
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wrong.  So pluralists are just as dogmatic and closed-minded as 
anyone else.  And they want everyone else to see things their way. 
3.  The prohibition against questioning religious beliefs is also an 
absolute moral position.  Why shouldn’t we question religious beliefs?  
Is it immoral to do so?  And if so, by whose standard?  Why are 
pluralists trying to impose their moral position on us anyway?  That’s 
not very “tolerant.” 
SLIDE TWELVE 
4.  The Bible commands Christians to question religious beliefs. 
(Deut. 13:1-5; I John 4:1; Gal. 1:8; 2 Cor. 11:13)  Since Christians 
have a religious belief that they ought to question religious beliefs, 
then pluralists – according to their own standard – should accept this 
Christian belief as well. 
5.  The pluralist’s claim that we ought not question religious beliefs is 
a derivative of the false cultural prohibition against making 
judgments.  The prohibition against judging is false because it fails to 
meet its own standard: “you ought not judge” is itself a judgment!  
Jesus did not prohibit judging, only judging hypocritically.  Everyone 
– the pluralist, the Christian, the atheist, the agnostic – makes 
judgments.  So the issue isn’t whether or not we make judgments, 
but whether or not we make the right judgments. 
6.  Are pluralists ready to accept as true the religious beliefs of 
Muslim terrorists – especially when those beliefs say that all non-
Muslims (including pluralists) should be killed?  Are they ready to 
accept as true the religious beliefs of those who believe in child 
sacrifice or other heinous acts? 
SLIDE THIRTEEN 
-While we should respect the rights of others to believe what they 
want, we are foolish, and maybe even unloving, to accept every 
religious belief as true.  Because if Christianity is true, then it would 
be unloving to suggest to anyone that their opposing religious beliefs 
are true as well, because it would affect where they will spend 
eternity. 
SLIDE FOURTEEN 
-Back to the elephant parable from last week:  The blind men are 
said to represent the various world religions and that no one religion 
has THE truth.  Religious truths are relative to the individual.  It is 
subjective, not objective. 
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-However, someone has to know that the elephant is an elephant.  
That would be the outside observer in the story.  He has an objective 
perspective of what is right.   
-The blind men could also have an objective perspective.  If they 
could suddenly see, they would realize that their original conclusions 
were wrong. 
SLIDE FIFTEEN 
-We too can see truth in religion.  If we deny that there is truth in 
religion, then we aren’t actually blind, we are only willfully blind.  We 
do not want to admit that there’s truth in religion because that truth 
convicts us. 
 
 


