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Pastor’s Pen

Would You Rather?
For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere. I
would rather be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God than dwell in
the tents of wickedness.
-- Psalm 84:10
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You Rather?” fell
into that category.
The game went like
this. One person would be the

eat chocolate or eat a jaw breaker?
First Lutheran Church
2507 Highland Avenue
Birmingham, AL 35205
205.933.0380
www.firstlutheranbham.org
Rev. Thomas Lampella, Pastor

View our Church Calendar

Continued on page 2

Community Events
3/28- 4/7: Man of La Mancha, Virginia Samford Theatre
3/28-4/13: The Mountaintop, Birmingham Festival Theatre
4/1-22: Indiafest, Alys Stephens Center
4/4-7: Alabama Auto Show, BJCC
4/5-6: Alabama Symphony Orchestra presents Beethoven’s
Fifith Symphony, Alys Stephens Center
4/6: Girls, Inc. Cajun Cookoff, Railroad Park
4/13: First Lutheran Easter Egg Hunt, Caldwell Park
4/26-27: Lebanese Food Festival, St. Elias Maronite Church
4/26-28: Magic City Art Connection, Linn Park
www.firstlutheranbham.org

1

FIRST Impressions

Volume 26 • Issue 4

(Continued from p. 1)
Would you rather it be 99° or 50°? Would you rather have Jodi or Stephanie for a girlfriend? Sometimes the
surprise was when one of us would learn something new about ourselves as we contemplated our answers.
I still play this game in my own mind from time to time as I evaluate what is important to me. The Bible is full
of “rather” thoughts. The one that I listed at the top of this article is one of them.
The message that I would like to share in this brief thought is that as I think about “rather” comparisons, I usually conclude with the ultimate rather. I would rather be in the loving, merciful, protective hands of God than any-

where else. Guess what! Because of Jesus, that is exactly where I am. Praise the Lord! I pray that you are living with the assurance that you are there too.
This Easter, I invite you to celebrate the redeeming work of Jesus in the Cross and Resurrection. Because of His
obedience, we are welcomed into God’s hands. He is SO good.
God Be Praised!
Pastor Tommy

Called to Serve and Celebrate Ministry
Behold the Man!
Though not biblically mandated, the call to make a physical sacrifice during Lent is not required. But as
Christians, we observe the season as a period of fasting, repentance, moderations, self-denial and spiritual
discipline. That being said, we here at First Lutheran are asking you to sacrifice your Wednesday evening to
come and “BEHOLD THE MAN!”
This season we set aside time for reflection on Jesus Christ--being true God and true Man—his suffering and
his sacrifice, his life, death, burial, and resurrection. “COME & BEHOLD!”
SCHEDULE:
EACH WEDNESDAY…5 PM MEAL… 6 PM SERVICE
APRIL 13…EASTER EGG HUNT (CALDWELL PARK)
APRIL 18…MAUNDY THURSDAY
APRIL 19…GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 21…EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 7 AM
BREAKFAST 8 AM
EASTER FESTIVAL 10:15 AM
In Christ,
Lorenza Robinson
Called to Serve & Celebrate Ministry Coordinator
www.firstlutheranbham.org

2

FIRST Impressions

Volume 26 • Issue 4

HOP, HOP Hooray! Easter Is on the Way!
Join us as we welcome spring with our annual Easter Egg Hunt at Caldwell Park (across from First Lutheran
Church) at 11:30 am on Saturday, April 13th Bring your baskets, bonnets and friends! Enjoy the photo booth
with fun props and free pictures. There will be a games for all ages, line dancing (the Bunny Hop), and crafts
for kids. The egg hunt will have different start times for kids age 6 months to four; five to eight; and nine to
twelve.

This event is free and open to the public. If you need additional information, check our website at
www.FirstLutheranBham.org, our Facebook page, or call the office at 205-933-0380.
Want to be a part of this community event? Donations of individually wrapped candy, prizes for games, and
plastic eggs are needed. Please bring items to the church office by Wednesday. Preparations (egg stuffing) will
take place on Thursday and Friday. The crew will hide eggs on Saturday morning at 10 am.
Volunteers are welcomed—no experience necessary to hide eggs, help with crafts, or supervise other game activities. You must be at least 14 years of age and ready to have fun with kids. “Ren” Robinson is our Volunteer
Coordinator, claim a fun job while you can! Sign up on the website at this link,
http://firstlutheranbham.org/EasterEggHunt or call the church office, 205-933-0380.

www.firstlutheranbham.org
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A Note from the President
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all

Christ back to our brothers and sisters in Christ. We

turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on Him

have contact information on those who are members

the iniquity of us all.” - Isaiah 53:6

whom we have not seen or spoken to in a long while.

If Christ, our Shepherd, did not seek us and bring us
back, we would simply fall prey to the wolf (sin). But

now He comes, seeks us and finds us. He takes us into
his flock, that is, into the Christian church, through the
Word and Sacrament. He gives his life for us.

It is incumbent upon all of us as a family to communicate to them in some way and to invite them back to be
a part of Christ’s flock again. Some may be participating elsewhere but some just may be lost or just in need
of encouragement to come back. We should always
seek those who are in need of God’s Word but our

In the same way, we are called to be shepherds in His

“family” members who are not among us should be a

flock. We should be seeking those who have fallen

priority for us to bring back to the Word.

away within our church family as much as we seek
those who are lost in the world. We are His servants
and should listen to our shepherd’s voice and follow

him. It is his Word that protects us and guides us to do
his will, and gives us eternal life through His death.
There are many among our flock that have fallen away
for one reason or another and we should be diligent

Be to me, O Lord, a sure guide through times of
trouble and let me trust in your steadfast love.
Make me an instrument of your love.
In Christ,
Stan Weir
Congregational President

and consistent in our efforts to bring the Word of

May all your prayers be answered and may
you fell the Lord’s presence near you...not
only for
Easter, but always.
Happy Easter!
www.firstlutheranbham.org
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Christ Care Ministry
An Image of Christ
In 1940 the commercial artist Warner Sallman created the oil painting
of The Head of Christ. Since then this image has been reproduced
many, many times. Some estimate well over a million times. Locally,
I would venture to say that every Christian church in our area displays
this beautiful painting in some area of their church building, just as

we do at First in our fellowship hall. A small wallet-size duplicate
was given to every soldier, sailor, marine, airman and coastguardsman to carry on their person in WWII.
Where does your mind go when you look at a picture of our Lord?
What will Jesus look like when we see Him face to face? How does
one put into words the beauty of our Savior?
Head of Christ, Warner Sallman, 1940

The Apostle Paul describes a beautiful image of Christ to the Colossians in chapter 1, verses 15-20, that is much
more than just a physical picture:
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things
were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head
of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the first born from among the dead, so that in everything he
might have supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile
to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on
the cross.”
So we see that the image of Christ is much more than earthly, physical beauty. He is supreme - over all things in

heaven and on earth - and brings all those things (including you and me) to Himself by His grace.
During this Lenten season as you journey on the road to Calvary with our Lord Jesus, may you reflect upon the
fullness of God’s grace for you and be drawn closer and closer to Him and the beauty of His grace for us.
Stay in His peace,
Pastor Tom
Christ Care Ministry

www.firstlutheranbham.org
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Worship Ministry
Lust for the World
The Apostle John gives a warning that applies to all

Nevertheless, God is not the source of sin, sinful de-

the Lord’s people as he wrote, “Do not love the world

sires, or the works of sin. These things are not in

or things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the

agreement with the new spiritual mind which should

love of the Father is not in him.” The world here is

be found in believers, the children of God; they do

not the planet on which we live, or the natural crea-

not come from above, from the Father of Light, but

tion about us. Instead, it is the system which mankind

from below, from the kingdom of darkness. In fact,

has built up in an effort to make himself happy with-

the love of God must abide in us if we are to over-

out Christ. We are warned not to love the world or the

come the world. The Word of God is nourishment and

things that are in the world because they are not com-

it supplies us with the strength and is the weapon to

patible with the love for the Father. We tend to love

overcome Satan and our lust for the world. Worldly

the world that is controlled by Satan, thus becoming

love is not ordained by God and is not of God but is

enemies of God and His righteousness.

of the world and God calls us from it. Moreover, we
must never lose sight of the fact that our strength is

As humans, we can not love both our God, our Crea-

not from us but is imparted to us by the Word of God.

tor, and the things of the world and contain both

It is through the Gospel that the Holy Spirit gives us

loves. The more our love of the world prevails the

power to withstand the attacks of the devil and remain

more our love for God diminishes and finally as a re-

victories to the end.

sult erodes. And if anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. Where the love of the world

Charles Craig

begins, there begins the hatred of God. Where the

Worship Ministry Coordinator

love of the world gains dominance, there is nothing

but spiritual death. The love of the world includes the
several different things the world has to offer, such as
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride
of life, the domain where Jesus is not loved or welcomed.

www.firstlutheranbham.org
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LWML News
Painting the Planet Purple
First Lutheran LWML Society will host the Zone 2 LWML Christian Growth Workshop on Saturday, April 6th, 2019
(8:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.). The Workshop Theme is: "Shh! Peace. Be Still." (Mark 4:39--And He woke and rebuked
the wind and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still.") Registration is at 8:30 a.m. and the workshop begins at 9:00 a.m. The
registration fee is $6.00, with lunch included..
We will take "The Gifts for the Heart" to the LWML 2019 National Convention and donate them to Lutheran World
Relief, Women's Resources Center, The Penelope House, Home of Grace for Women, and NOLA 4H: Hearts for the
Hungry, Homeless, and Hurting. A box will be available on the bench outside the fellowship hall to collect the items.
**Items needed are :
Bath towels (light or medium weight--size between 40" x 20" and 52" x 27")
Pencils
Pencil sharpeners
Pens (black/blue ink; NO GEL INK)
Spiral Notebooks (70 page college or wide-rule)
Rulers (with both inches and centimeter readings)
MOBILE BOUND--Convention objectives will encourage, "Singing and rejoicing in the celebration of His Word,"
"Telling of His salvation for all, " Declaring His glor y among the nations," and " Going for th in His joy" ! Declaring His glory among the nations is the heart of who we are as Lutheran Women in Mission. Guided by the Holy Spirit
and God's marvelous works, we will be equipped in 2019 to tell of His salvation from day to day.
Please continue to keep both events in your prayers. Thank you for all you
do. Hope to see you there.
Blessings,
Sheree McGraw, LWML President

Holy Week & Easter Schedule
April 14: Palm Sunday………………10:15 a.m. Gather on the Front Lawn for Palm
Processional
April 18: Maundy Thursday………….6:00 p.m. Worship Service
April 19: Good Friday………………..6:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service
April 21: Easter Sunday……………...7:00 a.m. “Son”rise Service on Front Lawn
8:00 a.m. Breakfast and Activities
10:15 a.m. Festival Worship Service
www.firstlutheranbham.org
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