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PASTOR’S NOTE
There is a story of Karen, an active member of the Panther Springs United
Methodist Church in Morristown, Tennessee in the Holston conference.
When Karen was pregnant with her second child, a seemingly normal
pregnancy, her three-year-old son Michael began a relationship with his
unborn sister by singing to her every night. Night after night, he would sing
his new sister a song.
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When it came time for Karen to give birth to the baby, there was trouble
during the delivery. Michael's baby sister was in serious condition at the time she was finally
born. The infant was immediately rushed to the neonatal intensive care unit at St. Mary's
Hospital in Knoxville, Tennessee. As the days crawled by, the infant grew weaker. The
pediatric specialists told the family that it looked very grave for the little girl and began to
prepare them for expected death.
During the stay in the intensive care unit, Michael asked continually about seeing his little
sister. He wanted to sing to her. At the beginning of the second week, they dressed
Michael in an oversized scrub suit and took him into the unit to see his sister. The medical
personnel got angry because the three-year-old was in the unit. Michael was asked to
leave. His mom protested, however, and said, he is not leaving until he sings to his sister.
And he began to sing, “You are my sunshine, my only sunshine you make me happy when
skies are gray. You'll never know dear how much I love you, please don't take my sunshine
away.”
Woman's Day magazine called it the miracle of the brothers song. The doctor just called it a
miracle! Karen called it a miracle of God's love. The next day, when they thought they
might be planning the funeral, they took Michael's sister home. She had responded
immediately to the familiar voice of her brother.
Just think, if we could in some way during our daily lives sing the message of this song to
those we encounter, what a better world this would be.
See you at church on Sunday,
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Sunday Worship
8:15 a.m.
9:00-11:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30, 11:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
HeBrews Coffee (Fellowship Hall)
Adult Sunday School (Chapel Bldg.)
Nursery Faith Care (Infants-age 2)
Ages 3–5th Grade S.S. (Ed. Bldg.)
Youth Sunday School (Chapel Hall)
Informal Traditional Worship (Sanct.)
Informal Traditional Worship (Sanct.)
Contemporary Worship (F. Hall)
Children’s Own Worship (Chapel)

FROM THE LIBRARY
In many ways the month of May is very special! Spring has been around long
enough for God’s world to be in full bloom. There is color everywhere and the
sun is warming us up so we want to get out and be active. We can plant
gardens and prepare for summer. Mother’s Day is a special day in May we
always celebrate to share our love and appreciation for mothers. The last
Monday in May is Memorial Day when we take time to remember the great
sacrifice that military people have given to protect our country and it’s citizens.
We thrill to hear and sing “God Bless America.”
Two related books in our library for adults are:
581.1 SWE Herbs of the Bible and How to Grow Them by Allan A. Swenson. Aloe, coriander, majoram, dill,
hysop and sage are some of the herbs from ancient times that we value today for their taste, beauty and
fragrance. Cultivating herbs will spread God’s beauty everywhere.
581.1 JAY Sacred Flowers by Roni Jay. This book reveals the healing properties of flowers for the mind, body
and spirit. This book will help you design and create a spiritual paradise in your own garden.
We have numerous children’s books on the front shelves of the library related to May events.
ER REM Gus Grows a Plant by Frank Remkiewiz. It takes seeds, soil, water and sun to grow a plant.
E ARV Why is the Grass Green by Chris Arvetis and Carole Palmer. Mrs. Cow helps Christopher look inside a leaf
to see how plants make food.
E DIS Pooh and the Friendship Garden by Balducci. Pooh has his usual trouble with bees and honey and this
time it’s with seeds, but because his friends help, together they plant a friendship garden.
Our books for Mother’s Day will touch the hearts of both children and mothers.
E MCC Yummiest Love by Lisa McCourt. A little bear tells his mom the many things he loves about her.
E KRE Mother’s Day Surprise by Stephen Krensky. Violet practiced to have a special surprise gift for her mother.
E HER Red , White and Blue by John Herman This is a story about Francis Scott Key and how our flag inspired
him to write “ The Star Spangled Banner”.
E America the Beautiful Published by Scholastic. There are beautiful illustrations in this book that show scenes
from around our country and lines from the song. You will enjoy taking time with your child to think about the
majesty of this land.
Come check us out!
Bobbie Stein, Bettye Spear, Barbara Swingle
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UNITED METHODIST MEN DINNER
Join the United Methodist Men for their monthly fellowship, dinner, meeting, and guest
speaker from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall on May 1. Childcare is provided. Cost
of the dinner is $7. RSVP to Jason Sheriff to jsher17@yahoo.com or 703.772.5848 by
April 29. Dinner will be steaks, potatoes, corn on the cob, and berry cobbler. The guest
speaker is John Corcoran, Chaplain with Good News Ministry and Chesterfield County Jail
System.

SGUMC GOLF TOURNAMENT - SEPTEMBER 22, 2014
Mark your calendar for September 22 for the SGUMC Golf Tournament, hosted by United Methodist Men and The Lord’s Caretakers (TLC). Part of the proceeds will benefit "All
God's Children Program/Camp" - a summer camp for children whose parent(s) are incarcerated. Please call Jason Sheriff at 703-772-5848 or Cindy McNamara at 514-6797 to
learn more about how you can help make this event spectacular and set a precedent for
all future golf tournaments. Little or no experience required to help plan and great opportunities available for sponsorships!

CONFIRMATION 2014 - MAY 17 &18, 2014
We invite the entire congregation to join us in celebrating the confirmation
of 39 youth, from 7th grade through high school, at a special worship service on Saturday, May 17 at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Our confirmands
will also be recognized on Sunday, May 18 at their choices of either the
9:30 service in the sanctuary or the 11:00 service in the fellowship hall.
Since February, these youth and their adult leaders have met each week to reflect on the most basic tenants of
our faith in a setting which fosters questions and discussions. Join us to celebrate as these students make their
first public professions of faith.

BETTY FAIRBANKS CIRCLE
The Betty Fairbanks Circle meets Monday, May 12, 2014 in Room 201 of the Education
Building at 1:00 p.m. All the ladies of the church are invited to join us for light refreshments,
a short program and fellowship with our members. We will have a program by Pam Kugel
and refreshments by Ireita Cauthen and Peggy Nuckols. Health Kits for UMCOR will be due
at this meeting. For information, call Mary Jo Whipple at 477-3914.
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SHADY GROVE UMC PRESCHOOL
The preschool year is nearly over. We are busy preparing for several end of the year
festivities, such as parent music visitations, the mother’s tea, and the end of the year
picnic.
During parent music visitations, the preschoolers share what they experience in music
class with their parents. Our mother’s tea gives the preschool staff and the preschoolers the opportunity to thank the wonderful moms that support us throughout the year!
The preschool picnic is the final event. The picnic is fun, exciting, and sad at the same
time.
With mixed emotions, we look forward to all the fun summer promises. We excitedly wait for pools to open,
for vacations to start, and for Fourth of July picnics. Yet, we do not want the school year to end. We do not
want to say “goodbye” to our friends or the students headed to kindergarten in the fall. But, we do just that.
We say our “goodbyes” knowing our younger students will return and our alumni are ready for their next adventure. We smile knowing our alumni are confident, independent students prepared for kindergarten. We
thank God for the students He has blessed us with. They have forever touched our hearts.
Theresa Hanner
Director

THE FOOD TRUCKS ARE HERE ON WEDNESDAYS!
The Food Trucks are back at Shady Grove every Wednesday, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. this spring and summer! Bring
your friends and family to enjoy all kinds of interesting
street food. There will be something for everyone!
We bring the food trucks to our campus to create an opportunity for fellowship among our church family and to
connect with the community around us. If you came out
last summer, you probably saw a volunteer host in an orange vest. These hosts made sure everyone was welcome,
stopped cars from turning into the parking lot, and maintained a visible presence in case any of our guests had questions or needs. If you would like to be a Food Truck
Host this season, contact Scot McRoberts, scotmcroberts@gmail.com.

Page 4

Good News from The Grove

May 2014

FROM A WOMAN’S HEART
“I used to pray that God would feed the hungry, or do this or that, but now I pray that he will guide me to do
whatever I'm supposed to do, what I can do. I used to pray for answers, but now I'm praying for strength. I
used to believe that prayer changes things, but now I know that prayer changes us and we change things."
--Mother Teresa

God’s Tender Care
(In loving memory of our brother-in-Christ, Wayne Samford)
When trouble comes, as it does to us all
God is so great and we are so small –
But there is nothing that we need know
If we have faith that wherever we go
God will be waiting to help us bear
Our pain and sorrow, our suffering and care –
For no pain or suffering is ever too much
To yield itself to God’s merciful touch!
~ a blessing by Helen Steiner Rice

After feeling inspiration at the women’s retreat in January, it is Cindy’s hope that this
column will become a regular feature of the
newsletter. We welcome submissions from
any church members. Articles can be
emailed to Gregg Butler, office manager, at
gbutler@shadygroveumc.net. All submissions are subject to editing by staff for content and length.

Blueberry Streusel Cobbler
1 pint fresh or frozen blueberries
1 (14 oz.) can Eagle Brand Sweetened Condensed Milk (not evaporated milk)
2 tsp. grated lemon peel
¾ cup plus 2 T. cold butter
2 cups biscuit baking mix, divided
½ cup firmly packed brown sugar
½ cup chopped nuts (optional)
Vanilla ice cream
Blueberry Sauce
Preheat oven to 325°F. In bowl, combine blueberries, Eagle Brand and peel.
In large bowl, cut ¾ cup butter into 1-½ cups biscuit mix until crumbly; add blueberry mixture. Spread
in greased 9-inch square baking pan.
In small bowl, combine remaining ½ cup biscuit mix and sugar; cut in remaining 2 T. butter until
crumbly. Add nuts if desired. Sprinkle over cobber.
Bake 1 hour and 10 minutes or until golden. Serve warm with ice cream and blueberry sauce. Refrigerate leftovers.
Blueberry Sauce: in saucepan, combine ½ cup sugar, 1 T. cornstarch, ½ tsp. ground cinnamon and ¼
tsp. ground nutmeg. Gradually add ½ cup water. Cook and stir until thickened. Stir in 1 pint blueberries; cook and stir until hot.
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CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
Join us for Vacation Bible School “Workshop of Wonders”!
Registration for this year’s VBS is in full swing and runs through June 9! This year we
are working in the Workshop of Wonders, where we will be experiencing the wonders of God and how we help him with his creation! We are once again having two 1
-week sessions for children ages 3 year olds – 5th grade, 5th grade is only available
during Week 1. Week 1 is June 16-20 and Week 2 is June 23-27 Registration is on a
first-come basis and is open June 9.
The fee is $30 per child and is due at the time of registration to secure your child’s spot. The fee goes up to
$40 per child on June 2. The fee is waived for one child if a parent or other adult volunteers for a family for all
5 days who are on campus while VBS is in progress.
There are lots of opportunities to serve before, during and at the end of VBS. Please see the back of the registration form for how you can help. Adult Volunteer forms are available for those who wish to volunteer but
do not have a child attending. Youth helpers are also welcome! Nursery and a toddler program are available
to volunteers while they are on campus.
A nut free snack will be provided to all children during VBS and every effort is made to accommodate children
with other food allergies, so please be sure to fill out the registration form fully-especially the allergy section.
All forms may be found on our website www.shadygroveumc.net or at our table in the Narthex before and
after the 9:30 service on Sundays. If you have questions, please email us at vbs@shadygroveumc.net.

Ice Cream Party for G3 and Mission Friends
Sunday, May 18 at 4:30 pm in Chapel Hall
K-5th grade: Join us for a begin-the-summer party and celebrate the 5th graders moving
on to youth group! All 5th graders will get a “graduation” t-shirt too!

Bag Lunch with Beanie!
Every Tuesday in July from 12:00-1:30 pm in the D.O.G. House
For kids thru 5th grade! Bring a nut free lunch and join Beanie and her helpers for a fun
time of crafts, games and fellowship.

G3 Mission Experience
August 4 and 5
For rising 3rd thru rising 6th graders: We are partnering with Shady Grove Mechanicsville for a time of mission work, fun fellowship and making new friends (yes! It’s a sleepover!) Stay tuned for more info!
For any questions about upcoming events, please contact Beanie Kelly, Director of Children’s and Family Ministries at 360-3907, ext. 33 or bkelly@shadygroveumc.net or Carolyn Daley, Children’s Ministry Administrator
at nacamom@verizon.net.
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MUSIC AND ARTS MINISTRY
Spring Children’s Musical
Saturday, May 3 at 5:00 pm and Sunday, May 4 at 11:00 am
DISCOVERY AT CAMP WISE-N-UP is a children’s musical through which children will discover
the wisdom found in Proverbs in following God’s path for their lives. Children in Grades Kindergarten through Grade 6 will be presenting this musical by Dennis Allen and Nan Allen on
Saturday, May 3 at 5:00 p.m., Sunday, May 4, at the 11:00 a.m. sanctuary worship service
and also will be presenting several songs at the May 18th, 5:30 PM Kaleidoscope of Music
Benefit Concert to Robe the Choir. Contact Sylvia Cooper, Minister of Music and Arts, at 360
-3907, ext.40, or at scooper@shadygroveumc.net for more information.
________________________________________________________________________

Sunday, May 18 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Come and celebrate with us as we hear the voices of the Sanctuary Choir,
Gideon’s Call, children’s spring musical highlights, and drama vignettes!
Free tickets are available in the church office or from a music and arts representative in the
narthex each Sunday. Contact Gregg Butler at gbutler@shadygroveumc.net or 360-2600.
The music and arts ministry is looking forward to celebrating with you on Sunday, May 18th, at 5:30 p.m., as we
present the Kaleidoscope of Music concert. From children to senior adults, from Gideon’s call to drama reflections,
we will offer our favorites! The sanctuary choir and youth will be singing three of Mark Miller’s anthems: Welcome, O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing, and I Believe; Praise His Holy Name by Keith Hampton; Waiting and Fill
-a-Me Up by Pepper Choplin; Bridge Over Troubled Water with Lean on Me, arranged by Kirby Shaw, and more.
Gideon’s Call’s selections include This Little Light of Mine, Alpha and Omega, He Never Failed Me Yet, and Get in
Line, Brother. Our Shady Grove Camp Wise-N-Up children will sing three songs from their spring musical by Dennis
and Nan Allen: You’re a Winner, No Worries, and L-A-Z-Y. Narrated by Jerry Chancellor, the selections are woven
together with drama reflections through the years of service to God through music ministry: A Child of God, A
Youth Confirmed, The Family of God, You’re Never Too Old to Serve the Lord, and The Heavenly Choir.
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CARING CLOTHES CLOSET UPDATE
A big thank you to everybody who donated for our CARITAS
drive. We were able to provide almost 80 people, from our church
and Christ Church with clothing during their CARITAS stay at our
churches.
We had an amazing March.....Some highlights to share with you:







We served a total of 123 people for the month.
We rolled out our new "BAB" project and delivered the first of our stocked "bags" with blankets, animals,
and toiletries along with the clothes we provided kids in foster care.
We have a brand new logo that was professionally designed to begin using for the CCC.
We have a "card" to handout complete with a calendar of open house events.
We now have 22 people serving with the clothes closet ministry.
We had a woman come over from Christ Church a night early to get an outfit for an interview and she felt
so proud in what she left with. We found out she got the job and we couldn't have been more thrilled!

Thanks to all the "silent angels" who drop off items when we need it most.....thanks for your thoughts, prayers
and words of encouragement.....and thanks all who are "toiling" in the shed and working with our clients. We
are blessing so many which is so meaningful to see. I am so proud of all we have been able to accomplish. Thank you for being on this journey with us.
We are hosting an open house after our Easter Egg hunt and again the first weekend in May. If you would like
to help, please let me know!
Blessings, Sara sefender@msn.com

BAHAMAS MISSION TEAM COMMISSIONING - MAY 4
On May 4, at the 9:30 sanctuary worship service, we will commission 20 individuals
who will go to Eleuthera Island in the Bahamas to serve in mission for the week of
May 11-17. Please keep this team in your prayers as they work to provide shelter
and other services to the residents of Eleuthera Island. We give a big thank you to
Bob Payne and Teresa Gagliardi for organizing and leading the trip and for helping
to keep Shady Grove active in supporting our global mission efforts.

STOP HUNGER NOW MEAL PACKAGING - MAY 18
Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging is scheduled for May 18 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.. The
youth ministry will be heading up efforts to package 30,000 meals for Stop Hunger
Now. We need a total of 130 volunteers and are first making this event available to
youth. After May 4, we will open up spots to others in the church.
Questions about Stop Hunger Now at Shady Grove UMC? Contact Frank Basil at
youth@shadygroveumc.net.
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ADVOCATE SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Virginia United Methodist Advocate is a monthly magazine published by
the Virginia Conference with the intention to equip, connect and inform
United Methodists throughout the Conference.
Subscriptions are available:
Print

1-yr $15

Online 1-yr $10

2-yr $25

3-yr $36.

Print and Online 1-yr $20

Contact Gregg Butler at 360-2600 or gbutler@shadygroveumc.net for more information or go to
www.vaumc.org/AdvocateSubscribe.

THE CENTER FOR CREATIVE ARTS
Friday Night Out Paint Party
”Dream It, Believe It, Create It" mixed-media workshop for adults taught by Terry Chancellor on
Friday, May 16, 7:00-9:00 pm. Learn some easy basics to jump start your creativity and take
home a finished work! Bring a friend, it's all about creating and socializing! $35 includes all
supplies and refreshments.

Celeste Miller’s Flower Chain sterling silver bracelet class
The Flower Chain is made up of about two dozen silver "flowers" connected together by
silver rings. Fun to make, it’s a beginner's project that looks more complicated. By the
end of this two night class, you will be wearing a beautiful, flowing silver bracelet that
you created. Bring your good eyesight (instructor will have tools in class to borrow).
Adults, and Teens ages 16+. Monday nights – May 12 & 19, 2014. Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Tuition for both nights is $105 which includes sterling silver supply fee of $65.

Looking for summer camps for your busy preschooler who is up at dawn,
or your teen who prefers sleeping in?
The Center for Creative Arts has you covered. The Center is known for small, nurturing classes taught by professionals that focus on each individual student’s interests and abilities. Popular choices include Preschool and Elementary Art Camps, Teen Studio Art, Preschool Fairy Tale Ballet Camp, Chess, and Robotics. Art themes include
Cartoon Mania, Galapagos Islands, Deep Space, Beach Week, Amazon Rainforest, All About Me, Meet The Masters, and Beach Week. Visit our website at www.center4creativearts.org for details or email center4creativearts@comcast.net or call 360-2687 to register.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
High School and College Graduates
We will be honoring our 2014 high school and college graduates on Sunday,
June 1 at both the 11:00 a.m. worship services. We will also be having a lunch
for high school graduates and their immediate families following the service. If
you are graduating this year, we would like to know. Please send an e-mail to
youth@shadygroveumc.net or send to the church office the following information: Name, E-mail address, School attended, Degree, Future plans and a
reply as to whether or not you will attend the service on June 1.
If you plan to attend the lunch after the service, please let us know if you will be there and how many from
your family will attend. We would also like you to please e-mail or drop off at the church office a baby picture
and senior picture as well as details about your activities, interests, awards, mission trips attended, etc. Please
be sure to reply by May 21.

Middle School Lock-In
Lock-ins this year will be at American Family Fitness, Virginia Center Commons
location. We will begin at 10:00 p.m. and end at 6:00 a.m. Cost is $15 per person
and will include fun, food, and drinks. Additional snacks are welcome. Please
email youth@shadygroveumc.net to register.
Middle School Lock-In – May 9-10 – Register by May 2.

Youth Mission Trip Commissioning
The 122 youth and 21 adults who will be going on the youth summer mission trips will be commissioned on
Sunday, June 8 during the 11:00 services in the sanctuary and in the fellowship hall. Our high school youth will
be serving in Louisville, KY the week of July 13 and our middle school youth will be serving in Steubenville, OH
the week of July 27.
For questions or additional information on any youth ministry activities,
contact Frank Basil at youth@shadygroveumc.net or 360-3907, ext. 27.

GIFT CARDS BENEFIT YOUTH MINISTRY
Don’t forget to purchase gift cards for all your grocery, dining, and shopping needs
throughout the year. Do you spend $100 a week on groceries? If so, the youth can earn
$260 per year for every family spending that amount. And, to make it even easier for Kroger
shoppers, your Kroger card is reloadable and we still receive the credit when you reload.
Reload your card at the Customer Service Desk or at the register prior to purchase of
groceries.
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SHADY GROVE SENIOR ADULTS
Calling all Senior Adults!
If you are age 50 or older and want to have fun, then the Senior Adult Ministry is the place for you!! Join us as
we eat, pray, and play with the goal of knowing and growing together in Christ. We are pleased to announce
that our Senior Adult Ministry program is now in the hands of three very able and enthusiastic volunteers, Bob
Phillips, Diane Petrie and Georgia Lawrence. We hope you will come to an event and have a chance to meet
them soon! Here’s the contact info for each:
Bob Phillips, robertrwp@aol.com, home 804-527-7857, cell 336-870-0446
Diane Petrie, mdpetrie@verizon.net, home 804-360-2206
Georgia Lawrence, buclup5@yahoo.com

“A Million Blooms” at Lewis Ginter
Botanical Gardens
Wednesday, May 7 at 11:00 am
We will meet at the entrance at 11:00 a.m., walk the gardens,
check out the Garden Shop and enjoy lunch afterwards in the
Garden Café. Tickets to the garden are $10 and are available for
purchase upon arrival.

Virginia War Memorial Tour
Monday, June 16 at 10:30 am
We will meet at the memorial, 621 S. Belvidere Street, free admission and free parking. The tour includes a
visit to the Shrine of Memory where over 11,600 names of Virginians who have died in defense of our
freedoms are inscribed on the glass and stone walls. We will view another shrine, se an award-winning
documentary and visit the exhibit hall where cast figures depict the life of the America soldier. Don’t forget
your camera! We will go to lunch afterward.

Please submit any ideas you have for the 2014 year to Bob, Diane, or Georgia or let them know if you would
like to plan a specific event for our Senior Ministry. We look forward to an exciting 2014 as we enjoy fun times
and "Knowing and Growing In Christ" together!
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email message to: office@shadygroveumc.net,
and we will make sure that the change is made by
the next month’s mailing.
If you currently receive this newsletter by mail,
please consider whether you would like to receive
it by email instead. We send it out as a “pdf”
document in full color! Just send an
Save paper and postage!

Weekly Church Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mon thru Fri
Phone: (804) 360-2600
Fax: (804) 364-1226
For updated announcements and news,
check our website at:
www.shadygroveumc.net
4825 Pouncey Tract Road
Glen Allen, VA 23059
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Church Office Hours
9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday-Thursday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm Friday

New Members
Bryan and Kristi Silvis
Roland Tharp

May Calendar Highlights
May 1
UMM Dinner and Speaker
May 3 and 4 Children’s Spring Musical
May 4
Commissioning of Bahamas Mission
Team
May 7
Seniors Outing to Lewis Ginter
May 9-10
Middle School Youth Lock-In
May 12
Betty Fairbanks Circle
May 17
Confirmation Service
May 18
Confirmands recognized in worship
G-3 and Mission Friends Party
Stop Hunger Now Packaging Event
Kaleidoscope of Music—Benefit
Concert to Robe the Choir

Easter Attendance
Sanct 8:15 9:30 11:00 Cont 9:30 11:00 COW
4/20 158 599 565
100
158 65
Total worshippers for 2014 Easter -1645

June 1
June 16

Coming in June
Graduate Recognition
Seniors Outing to War Memorial

