December 2022

MEDI TATE
(Rusty’s Thoughts for Reflection)
For Advent, I am excited to invite you to read with your church family
The Advent Mission, by Omar Rikabi. Omar is a United Methodist pastor
near Dallas, Texas. In the introducCon, he says,
“NASA’s Apollo 13 had one mission: land on the moon. On April 13, 1971, the spacecraM carrying three astronauts was
halfway to the moon when an oxygen tank exploded. Now tumbling through space while leaking breathable air, losing
power, and driMing oﬀ course, Commander Jim Lovell radioed to mission control: “Houston, we’ve had a problem,” and
their mission immediately changed. It was now a rescue mission, and the goal was to get back to Earth alive.
AMer they splashed down in the Paciﬁc Ocean four days later, their mission was dubbed “the successful failure”
because they lost their original goal of landing on the moon but made it back to Earth alive.
Our story begins with a simple mission: “The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over
it” (Gen. 2:15).
But soon there was the big lie, rebellion, and so Eden, we’ve had a problem.
Now God had a new mission: save us from our sin and its catastrophic
eﬀects. It is a successful failure because we lost our original creaCon goal,
but God has succeeded in saving us through Jesus Christ.
The meaning of the word mission is ‘a sending; a charge to go and perform
a speciﬁc duty.’ This leads us to the mission statement of Scripture, John
3:16–17: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
to save the world through him.’”

SUNDAY, DEC. 11:
SERVICE OF SCRIPTURE
& SONG AT 9 A.M. …
AND CHRISTMAS AT THE
WELL AT 11 A.M.
Check out the enCre church
Advent and Christmas
schedule on page 2.

Yes, we have a problem, a sin problem. Humans rebelled and broke their relaConship with God. But God is execuCng
a rescue plan – Jesus. He loves us too much to let us driM away from Him.
This Advent let’s carve out Cme to meet Jesus, reﬂect on His love, experience His Spirit’s leading and join Him as He
sends us out.
If you haven’t already picked up a copy of The Advent Mission, a few books will sCll be available in the Narthex this
Sunday morning, November 27. One per family. The reading begins December 1.
—

Rusty

W HAT ’ S C OM I NG U P

AT

H ELENA UMC?

FAREWELL RECEPTION
FOR JEANNINE USHER:
Sunday, December 4 at 10 a.m.
Jeannine Usher will be reCring in December
aMer serving faithfully on our staﬀ as
AdministraCve Assistant for nearly 9 years.
There will be a recepCon in her honor
on December 4th at 10 a.m. in the T-Cafe.
At the recepCon, there will be a basket where
you may place a card or love oﬀering in
appreciaCon for her ministry to Helena UMC.

DISCOVERY WEEKEND NEEDS YOU!
Our Youth Discovery Weekend is coming up
January 13 - 15, 2023 and we need many adult
volunteers to assist with this important weekend
for our students. Contact Maddie Sands at
msands@helenaumc.org if you’d like to help!

Winter 2023 Class Schedule
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the day drawing near. — Hebrews 10:24-25
Interested in a small group study this winter? We will have a diverse selecCon of classes for adults that will
challenge you on your discipleship walk — and classes will begin on Wednesday, January 11th!
As we grow our faith and deepen our commitment to God, it is important to be in the community of other believers
who are on the same path of studying the scriptures. Community and connecCon are two key components to staying
engaged in the life of the church. What beier way to connect with your church than to join us in a new discipleship
study! More details available soon about the speciﬁc classes that will be oﬀered in January!
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R ECENT C HURCH H APPENINGS
CONSECRATION
SUNDAY
at Helena UMC …

… What a great
day of worship
and fellowship
for our church
family!

Churchwide
Chili Cook-off!

Church Thanksgiving
Dinner
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MISSIONS

Ted Peterson & his gro
up traced the steps
of Paul on their trip to
Greece and Turkey.

S MAL L G R O U P S
Our ASP
Mission Team
made homes
warmer, safer
and drier in
Appalachia.

I Peter 4:10
You are to use whatever gi1 you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

Save The Date … Mission Week
February 12 - 19, 2023
We have exciCng plans for our Mission Week next year!
The Global Outreach team is in the process of planning for this week
so that God can be gloriﬁed through us the church. It is our prayer for our
mission outreach of the church to make disciples and to show the love and grace of Jesus Christ with everyone everywhere.

Here are the important dates for the week.
•
•
•
•

Sunday, February 12: The week-long celebraCon begins in worship this Sunday with a special focus on our mission
outreach.
Wednesday, February 15: During the week we will have a special dinner with our ministry partners as our special guests!
We will have a chance to hear about their outreach and how we have been a part of that throughout the year.
Saturday, February 18: We will pack 28,500 meals at our 6th annual meal packing event for Rise Against Hunger. We will
need lots of volunteers that day to make this happen!
Sunday, February 19: This special worship service will provide the opportunity for everyone to make a new Faith Promise
pledge to our mission outreach for 2023-2024. Our ministry partners depend upon our contribuCons to be able to
conCnue in service for our Lord and Savior.

As you can see, we have a lot to celebrate during Mission Week so be sure to save the dates!
Yours in Christ, Sherri Smith, Global Outreach Chair
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Y O UTH M I N I S T R I E S

(6 th - 12t h G rade)

The Chili Cook-off
Thank you to the parents and youth who helped make the chili cook-oﬀ a huge
success! So many people had such a great Cme. It honestly was so much beier
than I even imagined. The youth did such a great job working it and gepng things
set up for Sunday! I can't say enough about all of your hard work and energy
towards this event. It really was appreciated and noCced.

YOUTH
LOCK-IN!

NOTE: There is no parent support group in December.

Sunday, December 4: Youth Christmas Party
The plan is to take the youth Christmas Caroling starCng
at 3 p.m.on Sunday, December 4th. We would then easily
transiCon into our Progressive Dinner that night, starCng
at around 5 p.m. We will be back at the church for pick-up
no later than 8 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7: Youth Rehearsal for Choir
If you are singing with the Adult & Children’s Choirs you
have a rehearsal from 6:30 to 6:45 p.m. The song is
“Silent Night.” We will sCll meet for Sports & Art this night.

Sunday, December 11: Service of Scripture & Song
Christmas Music — Youth sing with Choirs at 9 a.m. service
There will be NO youth aMer December 7 or the beginning
of January (including high school prayer breakfast).

Sunday, January 8 & Wednesday, January 11:
Youth Clean-up Days
We will use these two days to get the youth room ready
for Discovery Weekend.

Discovery Weekend: January 13 - 15!
StarCng at 7 p.m. Friday, January 13 and ending at 3 p.m.
on Sunday, January 15. Please sign up as a youth or as a
volunteer through QR code on posters at church, on link
on website or by contacCng Maddie Sands.

Confirmation in 2023
Middle School Parents and Youth — start thinking about
if you would like to parCcipate in Spring Conﬁrma^on.
More informaCon coming soon.
QuesCons about any of our upcoming Youth events?
Contact Maddie at msands@helenaumc.org.
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This year, instead of a Dirty Santa giM, we are asking
the youth to contribute $5 towards a giM for a child
in the Shelby County foster care system. If you’d like
to parCcipate, reach out to Maddie.

C H IL DR EN’S M I N I S T R I E S

Birthday Party
for Jesus
Wednesday, December 14 @ 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Bring a gift for Jesus
(peanut butter, jelly, crackers, cereal,
oatmeal or soup for Manna Ministries)
— For Kids age Nursery - 5th grade

TRUNK OR TREAT!
Wednesday Night Children’s
Activities begin January 11, 2023
For ages 4K - 5th Grade
Nursery available for age
3 & under

SPRING CONSIGNMENT
SALE
We’re now having one sale a year,
so we’re accepting kids’ clothing for all seasons! Mark
your calendars for Saturday, March 4, 2023. Like our
Facebook page: Chic Repeats-Helena United Methodist
Church and check the website soon for more details.
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W OR SHI P
Merry Christmas church fam!
It’s the most wonderful Cme of the year with family get togethers, Christmas lights, parCes,
and presents. For some though, Christmas can bring a Cme of dread, loss and anxiety. So let’s
remember that if someone is acCng like a “Scrooge” this season it could be for something that
we can’t understand and we should love them all the same the way Jesus loves us. That’s the
reason He came — to love us and show us how to love.
On behalf of The Well family, Merry Christmas and have a happy new year!
Peace, —

Cory

REFLECTION
I feel so blessed! I want to share with you that God has plans for us and it doesn’t maier if we ‘think’ we are reCred or not…
lol!! I did reCre almost 10 years ago because of a hearing condiCon; it is a constant reminder to me how fragile life is and
although it makes working with a choir a challenge — I am blessed! I am not able to hear wrong notes or all the parts equally
so it makes trying to help someone or balancing a choir almost impossible. Our choir at Helena is a family of volunteer singers
and we are helping each other each and every week! We are learning each other’s limitaCons, but as we journey we share
singing, praising God, praying for each other and just good fellowship as we struggle to learn new notes, blend voices and lead
the congregaCon. I am blessed! We are blessed!
Helena also has a wonderful network of volunteers ready, willing and able! I hesitate to name names for fear of leaving
someone out, but know that volunteers have been and will be responsible for repairing our BapCsmal font, creaCng wonderful
altar visuals each week, researching the availability of poinsepas, preparing and cleaning up communion, ushering, sound
and technical teams, greeters, singers, prayer warriors, TLC bread bakers, teachers, small group facilitators, bell ringers,
instrumentalists; we also have a whole team ready to decorate the sanctuary for the Advent/Christmas season … the list goes
on … SO … thank you to everyone stepping up to help. As a family of believers, we are blessed!
As we begin a new year, think about and pray about where God might be calling you to step forward and volunteer. Take that
leap of faith and trust God to show you the way! You may THINK you’re reCred … no one truly is when it comes to serving God!

—

Deb Cotney
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C HU RC H H APPENINGS

&

U PDATES

Congratulations to our 2022 Confirmands!

Year-End Giving Reminder
The end of 2022 is quickly approaching! To
ensure your contribuCons qualify as a 2022
tax-deducCble donaCon, the IRS requires that
they must be received or postmarked by
December 31, 2022. Please note these speciﬁc
deadlines:
BY MAIL The postmark date on the envelope
must be no later than December 31.
IN PERSON Your donaCon must be received
in the church oﬃce by Noon on Wednesday,
December 28.

Caroline Crooks, Lindsay Etheridge, Kenna Hackney,
Lauren Hipp, Lulu Tolbert, Britton Tucker & Marley Wilkes

ONLINE GIVING Online giMs must be entered
before midnight, December 31. Visit
Helenaumc.org and click “Giving” to follow
step by step instrucCons.
TEXT GIVING Text giMs must be submiied by
midnight, December 31. Text to 205-551-6605
the amount of your giM (include the dollar sign
before the amount) and then follow the
registraCon link.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Eddie and
Leigh Neal
& Catherine
& Bryan

GIVING TO THE CHURCH
There are four easy ways to give to Helena UMC:
1. Mail your check to the church oﬃce:
2035 Hwy 58; Helena, AL 35080
2. E-Give through our church website at helenaumc.org.
3. Text give by texCng the word “Give” to 205-551-6605
and follow the prompts.
4. Venmo — Just scan this QR code to
get started!
NOTE: Any donaCons to the church
made via Venmo will not show up
in the public Venmo feed.

MEMORIALS
A dona9on was received for the General Fund
in memory of Phyllis Tate’s mother, Tina Sue Lane,
by Joe & Janet Eversole.

SYMPATHY
As a church family, we extend our sympathy to…
Phyllis, Rusty and Andrew Tate in the death of Phyllis’
mother, Tina Sue Lane, who passed away
on October 29, 2022.

A dona9on was received for the Backpack Buddies Fund
in memory of Phyllis Tate’s mother by Frances Hinds.
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