Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of August 21, 2016

Job 1:1-5, 13-22

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was
blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 2 There
were born to him seven sons and three daughters. 3 He had seven thousand
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys,
and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the
east. 4 His sons used to go and hold feasts in one another’s houses in turn; and
they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 And
when the feast days had run their course, Job would send and sanctify them, and
he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the
number of them all; for Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and
cursed God in their hearts.” This is what Job always did.
13

One day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the
eldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were
plowing and the donkeys were feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell on
them and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I
alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another came and
said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants,
and consumed them; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still
speaking, another came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three columns, made a
raid on the camels and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of
the sword; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking,
another came and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their eldest brother’s house, 19 and suddenly a great wind came across the
desert, struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and
they are dead; I alone have escaped to tell you.”
20

Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground and
worshiped. 21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I
return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of
the LORD.”
22

In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrongdoing.
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New International Version (NIV)
In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless
and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three
daughters, 3 and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five
hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of
servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 4 His sons
used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they would invite their
three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 When a period of feasting had run its
course, Job would make arrangements for them to be purified. Early in the
morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps
my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular
custom.
13

One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the
oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were
plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and
made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one
who has escaped to tell you!” 16 While he was still speaking, another messenger
came and said, “The fire of God fell from the heavens and burned up the sheep
and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 17 While he
was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The Chaldeans formed
three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and made off with them.
They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell
you!” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your
sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house,
19
when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four
corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only
one who has escaped to tell you!” 20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and
shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 21 and said:
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
and naked I will depart.
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;
may the name of the LORD be praised.”
22

In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.
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Connection Questions:
1. How would you respond to someone who charges that religion is only for
those who can’t make it on their own?

2.

What indications are there that Job’s righteousness was not directly related
to his being blessed with material prosperity (1:1-8)?

3.

In this very ancient document Satan appears as an angelic adversary with
free access to God’s presence, unlike the devil in the New Testament. What
does Satan accuse Job of (1:9-11)?

4.

How does Job react to the first test (1:20-22)?
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5.

Why would the suggestion Job’s wife made be especially dangerous to Job’s
faith (2:9-10)?

6.

Suffering is a mystery, and the opening scenes of this book deepen the
mystery by showing how inadequate are our “reasons” for misfortune.
React to and discuss Job 2:10.

7.

Read James 5:9-10. What does this passage tell us about trials?

8.

All of us go through trials. Can you think of a trial you have experienced
that has helped to form you – for the best? For the worst?
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