Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of August 14, 2016

John 15:1-5

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Connection Questions:
1. What does the metaphor describing Jesus as a vine mean to you?

2.

In this sermon series we have used different metaphors that Jesus used to
describe the nature of God and how God is connected to the world and
each of us. See if you can recall the metaphors we have talked about and
discuss what common themes you see in these metaphors.
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3.

Why is it important in our text for the listeners to see that Jesus is the true
vine and the Father is the vinegrower? What are the similarities and what
are the differences?

4.

In Rev. Adkins’ sermon he describes various ways he felt that his father
tried to give him a better life than his father had. Has anyone in your life
attempted to help you have a better life? If so, share your stories. On a
larger scale, do you think God is trying to help us experience a better life? If
so, how?

5.

The disciples of Jesus are not the fruit, the end product, but the conduit for
the vines’ nourishment. Discuss what you think this statement means.

6.

The vinegrower comes along to lift and clean the vine, pruning away the
excess and dead growth. Jesus in our text refers to God as the vinegrower.
What does this analogy tell us about God and our connection to God?
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7.

In A Lamp for My Feet Elizabeth Elliot says, “It is when we stop straining to
paddle our own canoe and let another paddle it for us or give ourselves to
paddle someone else’s that we fulfill the law of Christ.” Discuss what you
think she means by this statement.

8.

Describe what you think are the basic points the writer of John is trying to
tell us about God and our relationship with God.

9.

Jesus says in our text, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” Discuss what
Jesus is trying to tell us about God and our relationship with him through
this statement.

10.

Discuss the ways you personally have experienced a better life through
your relationship with God.
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