Connection Group Discussion Questions
For the week of November 13, 2016

Lamentations 3:22-24

These questions are to be used as a spring board for discussion.
Answers may or may not be found in the sermons.

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
22

23

24

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.”

Connection Questions:
1. Read Genesis 1:24-28, 2:19-20. Do some kinds of animals especially make
you think of God and his creative power?

2.

Have you ever wondered at the unconditional love a dog shows us? If this
is true of a dog, can you imagine how much that dependable loyalty must
be multiplied by being embodied in the God of the universe? Do you tend
to see God as a) absent when you need God most, as b) sort of dependable
(because they say so in church), or c) as a genuinely reliable presence
whose steadfast love is with you at all times and in all circumstances?
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3.

Read Lamentations 3:19-24. Lamentations was written in the shadow of the
Babylonian invasion but the writer still clung to God’s love and compassion.
When do you find it hardest to sense Jesus with you? How can the promise
that God’s mercies are new every morning bring you strength and courage,
even in those darkest of days?

4.

During difficult times, has the faithful love of a dog ever warmed you? To
what extent have you learned, even in dire circumstances, to lean on and
rely on “the faithful love of the Lord”?

5.

Read Acts 13:38-39. Dogs seem to regularly forgive us, even when we
struggle to forgive ourselves. Are there things for which we all find it hard
to forgive ourselves? Can claiming God’s forgiveness help us to forgive
ourselves?

6.

Read Luke 15:17-24. What does it do for you to have your dog greet you
exuberantly when you are dragging home after a bad day? Can you picture
God racing down the road to embrace you, even when you are dragging
yourself home to God?
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